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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

With Christmas days away, I hope this message finds you 
well! This year has been one of reuniting with friends and 
family. We have made it through the pandemic and are 
stronger for it. Hoping your family get togethers are joyous 
and fruitful!  

This is the most wonderful time of the year! Whether you are 
celebrating the Christmas spirit or closing out the New Year, I 
wish the best for all our brothers and sisters! Wishing you 
and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year! 

Sorry that we were not able to hold the Bastogne Memorial 
Luncheon this year. It is one of four opportunities for us to get 
together and honor the history of the 101st Airborne Division 
and its members. Remodeling of the Clearwater Yacht Club 
prevented us from meeting this year. 

Upcoming events start on January 28, with Gasparilla 2023 
where George Buck will lead the FGCC Color Guard in the 
parade this year. Following will be the Snowbird Reunion 
being held from February 8-11 at the Westshore Marriott. 
Please register as soon as possible! 

In closing, please pray for our fallen brothers and sisters and 
those that are fighting health concerns! We are fortunate to 
live in this wonderful country and have served in the best 
division in the US Army. Enjoy the holidays! 

 Rendezvous with Destiny, 

Bruce 
Bruce Roshong 

President, FGCC 

101st Airborne Division Association 



Sun Eagle Newsletter  Oct-Dec 2022 
 

 

2 

R&R Program 
Hooters 

MyWarriors Place 

Dec 22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SGT Benjamin Parks and SGT Patrick Ward 
welcomed at Hooters 

 

 

 

George Buck’s formal presentation of plaques: 
“In Recognition of Outstanding Service and 
Devotion to Duty.” 
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The Wonderful folks at My Warriors’ Place took 
Ben and Pat deep-sea fishing on Sunday and 
kayaking on Monday – Thanks to Kelly Kowall
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“Live Hard – Live Holy” 

“You gotta live hard to be hard.” 

William F. Prince 
Colonel, USAR (Retired) 

 
Bill and I served on the same Special Forces Camp in 
Vietnam. We were training Cambodian and Vietnamese 
units which had been mauled by the Easter Offensive in 
the spring of 1972.  

There were several A Teams involved and we had made 
amenities to the camp to make the place more tolerable. 
We had a mess hall with a local cook. One of the NCOs 
would show movies in the mess hall some evenings. We 
also had a nice shower room, though the latrine was 
more rustic and required the medic to supervise burning 
waste every morning. Of course we had a “Team Room,” 
a club, where men could get a cold beer and play a hand 
of cards after duty hours. Since we were training 
indigenous soldiers, we did not have combat patrols and, 
consequently, had our evenings free. 

Unfortunately, I spent entirely too much time during 
those evenings in the Team Room. Bill would stop by for 

the occasional beer but was not the fixture I was. Bill 
found better things to do with his time. 

Bill made it a point to work out every day. He 
would run the stairs to our camp’s 
observation tower (my fighting position – 
thankfully never required for that purpose). 
He would find other items such as benches 
to suit his purposes. While others were in 
the Team Room, Bill would run a circuit 

around the inside perimeter of the camp, vaulting the 
benches, running the stairs of the tower, and working up 
a good sweat. He was living his aphorism, “You gotta 
live hard to be hard.” 

The Army, in general, and elite units, in particular, 
operates on that principle. PT is daily and strenuous 
regardless of weather conditions. Likewise, training 
exercises occur regardless of weather. Extreme 
conditions – cold, hot, wet, dry - stress and strengthen 
not only the individual soldiers but the unit’s support 
capabilities as well. 

The principle applies to every profession. Writers write. 
Musicians make music. Doctors treat patients. Teachers 
teach. The harder, longer, smarter they work at their 
craft the more skilled they become. The one constant is 
that they live their craft. 

I believe the principle applies to our spiritual lives as 
well. Our primary purpose in life is to “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’” (Luke 10:27)  

Living that command is difficult, especially the ‘love 
your neighbor’ part. Unfortunately, our actions often 
indicate that we don’t love our God. If we truly love God, 
we would do what he desires. Instead of becoming holy, 
we stagnate or backslide. But, obedience to God leads 
to holiness and the closer we get to living that goal, 
the more holy we become. 

It really is a matter of “You gotta live holy to be 
holy.” 

De Oppresso Liber 

Bill 
© 2013 William C. Bennett  

Chapter News 

 Company Bulletin Board 

D-Day Memorial Banquet. Complete  

Market-Garden Picnic. Complete 

Bastogne Memorial Banquet.  

             Canceled 

R&R Program. Complete 

Snowbird Reunion: 8-12 February, 2023 

BOG Meeting: The BOG is scheduled to 
meet on 14 Jan 2022 at  

Jim Browne CJDR 
10909 N. Florida Avenue 
Tampa FL 

Park on the side of the building to allow 
visitor parking for others. Check in at the 
desk for location of the meeting room. We 
will meet at 10:00 AM as normal and have 
the room for two hours. 
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Depending on when this is published, I hope 
everyone had or will have a Merry Christmas 
and we wish you good health and all the best 
in the New Year. The annual Bastogne 
Luncheon had to be cancelled this year 
because the yacht club renovations were a 
couple of months behind schedule and our 
usual room was being carpeted. Our R&R 
program was not cancelled and a group from 
the chapter welcomed our two troopers with a 
luncheon on their arrival on December 7th. 
Since the Bastogne luncheon also serves as 
our annual membership meeting and update to 
members on the chapter’s activities, I will cover 
them here. The Chapter held our annual 
Snowbird reunion at the Marriott in February. It 
was a great event only made possible by those 
who donated items and purchased raffle 
tickets, so thank you all. A special mention 
goes to Sonya Simonian who makes and 
donates those beautiful gift baskets that we 
raffle off. Our June D-day event was successful 
with about thirty of us attending. The country 
club setting was very nice- our thanks to Peggy 
and Art Miller for setting it up. 

Our finances are sound, but our chapter 
membership numbers continue to decline as 
time takes its toll. The good news is that we 
have a returning member, Lawrence Lorczak, 
welcome aboard! 

Why are the Snowbird raffles important? They 
are the primary source of any profit we may 
make and allow us to donate each year to the 
101st Soldier Support fund, the Scholarship 
fund, and the local VA Hospital. This also 
allows us to fund our 101st R&R troopers that 
we put in a condo on Clearwater beach for a 
week each December. When we started the 
Snowbird reunion here in Tampa our primary 
goal was to provide everyone with a good time 
at a reasonable cost without going broke and 

we still try to do that. Every year, the Snowbird 
expenses go up. There is little we can do about 
the hotel rate since the hotel can fill our rooms 
with guests that pay up to $300 a night. Follow 
the registration instructions to get our Special 
Snowbird rate of $101.00. The breakfast buffet, 
banquet meal, dessert for the Outback meal, 
and Friday pizza add up to about $93 per 
person. The initial supplies for the hospitality 
room, goodie bags, raffle and registration items 
are about $4.00 per person or $97-$98 out of 
the $101.00 registration. The bar restocks as 
we go along by using the tip money that people 
donate. Looking at this it’s easy to see why the 
raffles and tips are so important. So, without 
your support we would not be able to continue. 

Snowbird 2023 will be held at the Marriott Hotel 
again starting on Wednesday 8 February, the 
banquet is on the 11th which is Saturday night. 
The reunion rate runs from Tuesday through 
Sunday night. Book the hotel early we have a 
set number of rooms at the reunion rate. We 
could use some help setting up for Snowbird 
on Wednesday morning. There are some 
heavy items to unload and transport throughout 
the hotel, goody bags to stuff, and the 
hospitality room to setup. We meet in the hotel 
at 10:00 on Wednesday morning so if you are 
in the area and able we could use some help. 
As usual we need raffle items so if you have 
something to donate bring it with you and grab 
me in the hallway. We are currently hiring 
logistics and sanitation specialists to help in the 
hospitality room. Any of you who had the 
pleasure of pulling KP duty do not need to 
submit an application for these positions, your 
past on-the-job training is sufficient.  

Bill Ball 
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REMEMBERING 

The Macri’s and Bastogne 
At previous Bastogne Memorial 

Luncheons Pat Macri always spoke about 
the Division’s actions at Bastogne and their 
significance. He was there and knew what 
he was talking about, having lived through 
all the significant WWII actions with the 
Division. Sadly, Pat passed on 14 December 
2022. He was 99 years old. 

His reminiscences always had a 
touch of humor, as most veterans of serious 
combat tend to do. His story of deployment 
to Bastogne began when he was on a pass 
from Mourmelon and with a guided tour of 
the WWI Ardennes battlefield. When his 
group returned to Mourmelon they found the 
area practically deserted, so they hopped on 
a jeep and hightailed it, following the division 
to someplace called Bastogne.  

Pat reminded us that the Screaming 
Eagles had a pivotal role in stopping the 
German advance during the Battle of the 
Bulge, but also emphasized the 
contributions of the units initially online when 
the Germans attacked. Popular media 
portrays the forward units as defeated, 
hanging their heads as they retreated back 

through the Screaming Eagles pulling into 
Bastogne. Not quite the full story. Here are 
some of some contrasting views: 

A quote from a personal letter from 
Major General Norman D. Cota, Division 
Commander, 28th Infantry Division to 
Colonel Fuller, commander of the 110th 
Infantry Regiment: 

“I fear that had it not been for your 
110th, there never would have been a 
Bastogne.” 

Extract from "UNITED STATES 
ARMY IN WORLD WAR II, The European 
Theater of Operations, THE ARDENNES: 
BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

“...A handful of ordnance mechanics 
manning a Sherman tank fresh from the 
repair shop are seen at a bridge. By their 
mere presence they check an enemy 
column long enough for the bridge to be 
demolished. The tank and its crew 
disappear. They have affected the course of 
the Ardennes battle, even though minutely, 
but history does not record from whence 
they came or whither they went. 

A signal officer checking his wire 
along a byroad encounters a German 
column; he wheels his jeep and races back 
to alert a section of tank destroyers standing 
at a crossroad. Both he and the gunners are 
and remain anonymous. Yet the tank 
destroyers with a few shots rob the enemy 
of precious minutes, even hours. 
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A platoon of engineers appears in 
one terse sentence of a German 
commander's report. They have fought 
bravely, says the foe, and forced him to 
waste a couple of hours in deployment and 
maneuver. In this brief emergence from the 
fog of war the engineer platoon makes its 
bid for recognition in history. That is all. A 
small group of stragglers suddenly become 
tired of what seemed to be eternally 
retreating. Miles back they ceased to be part 
of an organized combat formation, and 
recorded history at that point lost them. The 
sound of firing is heard for fifteen minutes, 
an hour, coming from a patch of woods, a 
tiny village, the opposite side of a hill. The 
enemy has been delayed; the enemy 
resumes the march westward. Weeks later a 
graves registration team uncovers mute 
evidence of a last-ditch stand at woods, 
village, or hill…” 

Another Account 
Chateau Ruins After German Bombardment 

The chateau at Clervaux was still held by 50 or 
so stalwart souls under Captain Clark Mackey, 
commander of the 110th’s Headquarters 
Company, and Captain John Aiken, Fuller’s 
signal officer. All night long, as tanks of the 2nd 
Panzer Division raced west toward Bastogne, 
the Americans continued to fight. 

As the Germans advanced through Clervaux, 
Sergeant Frank Kushnir exacted some revenge 
from the tankers who were now firing point-
blank into American positions. Armed with a 
bolt-action M1903 Springfield sniper rifle in a 
tower of the chateau, Kushnir took the 
opportunity to kill a few careless Germans who 
were “smoking and joking” outside their 
armored vehicles instead of safely inside with 

the hatches shut. 

Patrick (Pat) S. Macri, 101st Airborne 
Division Signal Company: Pat participated 
in the Normandy and Market Garden assaults, 
the battle of Bastogne and was with the 
Division all the way to Berchtesgaden. On D-
Day Pat jumped soon after midnight, 
intermingled with members of the 506th 
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Parachute Infantry Regiment. He, with the other 
Screaming Eagles on the ground, initially 
fought as Infantry for their place in France and 
history. 

Pat and Patti's Memorial services information: 

The Memorial service will be held at 1:00 on 7 
January 2023, at Anderson-McQueen Funeral 
Home in St Petersburg (2201 MLK St N). 

Memorial Service will be followed by the crypt-
side service at Calvary Catholic Cemetery, 5233 
118th Ave N, Clearwater, FL 33760 

 

Duct Tape was originally developed by adding an 
adhesive to cotton duck cloth, a material used in the shoe 
and clothing industries around 1910.  Its use was 
expanded and further developed in the use of adhesive 
medical bandages. 

In the 1940s, Vesta Stoudt, a mother with two sons 
serving in the Navy, went to work in the Green River 
Ordnance Plant between Dixon and Amboy, Illinois to 
do her part to help her sons and their fellow servicemen.  
So Vesta got a job at Green River inspecting and 
packing cartridges used to launch rifle grenades that 
were used by soldiers in the Army and Navy.  

The cartridges were packed eleven to a box, and the 
boxes were taped and waxed to make them waterproof 
and damp-proof.  The box flaps were sealed with thin 
paper tape, and a tab of tape was left loose so that it 
could be pulled to release the waterproof wax coating 
and open the box.  

The problem was that the thin paper tape wasn’t strong 
enough, and the tabs frequently tore off when soldiers 
pulled on them to open the ammo boxes, leaving them 

frantically scrambling to claw the boxes open while 
under enemy fire. Vesta Stoudt came up with a solution:  
seal the boxes with a strong, cloth-based waterproof tape 
instead of the thin paper tape.  Vesta raised the issue 
with her supervisors but, although they thought it was a 
good idea, she wasn’t getting anywhere with having it 
implemented.  Vesta Stoudt said: 

“I suggested we use a strong cloth tape to close seams 
and make tab of same.  It worked fine, I showed it to 
different government inspectors; they said it was all 
right, but I could never get them to change the tape.”  

So Vesta Stoudt did what any other mom with two sons 
in the Navy would do: she wrote a letter to President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt outlining the issue and telling 
him her idea about how to fix it. 

The letter was forwarded to the War Production Board, 
who put Johnson & Johnson on the job. A division of 
Johnson & Johnson had made medical adhesive tapes 
from duck cloth from 1927 and a team developed the 
new adhesive tape, designed to be ripped by hand, not 
cut with scissors. 

Problem Solved! 

 

Credit: Sgt. 1st Class Jacob Connor | 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault) | Date Taken: 12/10/2022 

Our Buddy, Vincent Speranza, observes his 
portrait in Bastogne, Belgium on December 10, 
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2022. The Bastogne War Museum recently put 
up his portrait to thank him for his contributions 
to the defense of the town 78 years ago. 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGN UP TODAY!
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