Gen. Barsanti Says Goodby

By Maj, Gen. O. M. Barsanti

Camp Eagle—As I reminisce back over my year as Commander
of the 101st Airborne Division, I ask myself, “What greater heights
can a man reach?”™ The opportunity to command the famous
+Screaming Eagles”, and especially during battle, is one of the
greatest honors that any one man can receive. I am doubly fortunate
insofar as [ brought the division, minus the 1st Brigade, to Vietnam.

A little over one year ago, 8t Fort Campbell, Kentucky, 1 took
command knowing we would face difficult tasks ahesd. In August,
of last year, the official nolification was received that the division
was to deploy to Vietnam. Training cycles were established, person-
nel departed for off-post and out of state schooling, loading lsts
were updated, and the mountain of administrative planning began
to rise.

Historic Deployment

When General Westmoreland requested our presence, at an
earlier date than planned, it was necessary to accelerate our traini:&
program. This was acco nﬁished and you were ready. We deploy
10,358 men more than 10, miles from Fort Campbeil in Operation
Eagle Thrust. We closed the division in 41 days, ready for our
mission, Every man in this division who participated in this historic
move is to be commended for a job well done.

On 13 December 1887, 1 arrived, with my staff, at Bien Hoa Air
Base and reported to General Westmoreland, ““The 10lst Airborne
Division reportis for combat In Vietnam.' After a short in-couniry
training period, you were ready to meet and defest the enemy.
Uniting with our 1st Brigade, the division once again became a
balanced fighting force. You have written, with blood and sweat,
your place in history, and continue to [ulfill the dviision's *“Rendez-
vous With Destiny''—Bien Hoa, Phuoe Vinh, Cu Chi, Song Be, Phan
Rang, Phan Thiet, Bao Loc, Hue/Phu Bai, Phuoc Yen, La Chu,
Veghel, Pinky, Bastogne, Sally and Eagle are familiar names. re-
calling enduring memories to us all.

Pushed Hard

I have pushed hard and demanded much, always knowing what
the results would be—success and victory. [ have talked o you in
burning villages, sand-bagged bunkers, foxholes, wet jungles, and
in the blazing sun on the coastal dunes. Your answer to my queries
added much to my knowledge of the success of our tactics, The
tactics used by this division are not new; they are only the sound
application of good principles of war. You came with a job to do—
defeat the enemy—and you have done this job well.

To accomplish this we have employed every rasource in the
command, day and night. My philosophy is simple: continuous atiack
with muitiple-actions; always attack under an umbretla of friendly
artillery; when a lucrative target is found, mass forces; and com-
pany size actions continuous around the clock on all fronts. You are
experts at the art of night fighting and jungle fighting; you have
learned well the valuable lesson of reacting violently to enemy fire,
never break contact, and shoot low.

Keep Excellence

You are a well decorated, distinguished unit. We have tried to
decorate every deserving individual. This would be nearly every
man in the division. During the last six months you have established
records that other units have not surpassed in much longer periods
of Hme. This is a tribute to vour dedication, “will to win,"” and
discipline as an airborne division. The curtain now unfolds on an
era that will bring new glory Lo this proud unit. Let your memories
remain strong and keep your driving sense of competition, excel-
jence, and aggressiveness—AIRBORNE!

AIRBORNE
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Maj. Gen. O. M. Barsanti, divisien commander

One Year With Division

Courage, Personal Touch Mark (G's Reign

CAMP EAGLE — Maj. Gen.
0. M. Barsantl’s reign as com-
mander of the division was
marked by courageous perform-
ance and a personal touch.

His unit’s seven-month rec
in Vietnam speaks lor Itself:
more than 8,000 enemy killed,
more than 330 delainees taken,
and more than 2,680 weapons

caﬂ:‘u: .

four major combat opera-

tlons he proved his Screaming

Eagles were prepared to mave

anywhere, anytime and fight.
W Orders

The divislon minus one bri-
rﬁe received its warning or-
ers for dnpl:?‘menl io Vietnam
the month er Barsanti as-
sumed command July 1, 1967,
at Ft. Campbell, Ky.
airborne troops trained
long and hard to develop the
combat readiness they would
s00n dig la{wm the battlefield.
Their mment was accom-
fztished In record time via the
argest milltary airlift of the
Vietnam War, and “Bold Fa-
le's"* arrival at Blen Hoa Air
ase Dec. 13, 1967, marked the
beginning of a new era.

Prove Readiness

His paratroopers wasted little
time in proving thelr combat
readiness. During the Commu-
nist Tet offensive soon alter
their arrival, they played a ma-
jor role in protecting the cites
of Saigon, Blen Hoa, Song Be,
Hue and Quang Tri.

“There 18 a reasom for

our outstan performance,”

arsant told men. It is
because of the spirit of the air-
borne soldler, his confidence,
bravery and esprit de corps.'”

It was during Tet that
Barsant! earned the frst of a
long serles of combat awards.
He recelved the Alr Medal with
“¥" Device [or cnmmanchnﬁ
troops, detecting targets an
calling In alr strikes [rom his
command and contrel helicopter
near the division headquarters
at Bien Hoa.

Despite heavy fire on his air-
craft, he directed his door gun-
ners to silence enemy positions,
The alr strikes he called caused
numerous enemy casualties and
secondary explosions,

By March bis division's scene
of action had shifted to north-

ern I Corps and the construc- cal situation with their com-
here ander

tion of the forward base
With his 1st and Znd
and the 3rd Brigade, Alr-
borne Division, under his opera-
tional control, Barsanl soon

ades

major operations designed to

e pieture story

on pages 4 and ~

ease the pressure on the bat-
tered city of Hue.
Personal Touch

Here again he displayed the

sonal touch that has won
50 much success.

Co. B, 1st Bn (Abn), 50lst
Inf., whose morale was low be-
cause of casualties the previous

, Was preparing to sweep
the west bank of the Song Be
River in Quani Dien District
when Barsant landed nsar iis
command post.

His mere presence boosted
the troops’ moraie and confi-
dence as he discussed tha tacti-

m :
The command post came on-
der mortar attack before the
briefing ended, however. Never-
theless Barsanti stayed with his
men and left only after the at-
tack lulled.

He ordered his helicopler pi-
lot to fly at extremely low alit-
tude and directed suppressive
fire on suspected enemy posi-
tions.

For his heroism he was
awarded his first Silver Star in
Vielnam, the fourth of his ca-
reer.

He won his Mith Silver Star
a month later [or his courage-
ous and !mmediate involvement
in the classic Battle nf Phuoc
Yen, which resulted m 429 NVA
deaths and 107 detainses.

Making use of intelligence re-
ports, he ordered the 1st Bn,
(Abn), 501st Inf. to surround
the hamiet which was suspected
of housing an NYA batialion.

Ground Coatrol

Durin the [Mive-day batile
that followed, Barsanti spemt
most of his time on the
moving from paosition to posi-

tion under hostile fire to advise
subordinate commanders and
bolster the morale of the battie
weary troops.

As the enemy tried to break

troop deployment {0 Insure their
contalnmeni. AL one poinl he
even accompanied two compa-
nies as they drove deep into Lhe
enemy’s position.
anw' !ut! w‘p'd:rfumt?-
in spite of a g
wound suffered while returning
from one of his numerous visits
to the [eld.

Helicopter Hit
Seconds after Its t\ake-off
from Fire Support Base

Bastogne, Barsantl's helicop-
ter had come under enemy fire.

As aulomatic weapons fire
tore into the aircraft, pieces of
A e k™o and
eg. Ignoring pain &
bleeding, he directed his door
gunners to rake the enemy posi-
tion.

At the same time he called
in artillery 0 the area.
Onlty after he was sure the en-

(Continued on Back Page)
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Nevada Fagle

Nets 204 Tons

rice in a hut one mile east of
Hue alse.

The next day, paratroopers
from the same battalion uncov-
ered three tons of rice while
searching a bunker complex
four miles northwest of the city.

While patrolling an area five
miies east of Hue, airborne
Infantrymen from C Co, 1st Bn.
{Abn}, 501st Inf. captured 2 100
pounds of rice shortly after
engaging a group of NVA, kill-
ing twao.

Meanwhile a unit of the 1st
Bn. (Abn), 501st Inf. captured
three tons of rice hidden in a
small pagoda f{ive miles north
of Hue,

Twelve kills were scored by
ind Brigade paratroopers,
ARVN rangers and district Viet-
namese soldiers in the coastal
plains east of Hue.

ARVN soldiers met little re-
sistance as they swept through
the villages. Paratroopers from
the 1st Bn. (Abn), 501st Infl.
engaged the reireating enemy,
kiliing two and detaining 20

BEATS WALKING—Alter completing a village sweep during Operation Nevada Eagle, paratroopers of
the 2o0d Squadros (Abm), 17th Cav. and Vietnamese soldiers of the 2nd Bn., 3rd Inf., 1st ARVN Div.
crowd on a tapk while returning to their hase camp southeast of Hue,

{Photo by Sgt. Ormer Rogers)

Use New Tactics

3rd Bde Surprises V(

PHUOC VINH — Paratroopers
from the ird Brigade caught the
enemy off guard near here re-
cently with a surprise night heli-
borne assault, killing four Viet
Cong and detaining five sus-

had completely sealed off the
villages and a helicopter hov-
ered overhead broadcasting in-
structions in Vietnamese to the
inhabitants.

Police Search

Another turned out to be the ex-
ecutive officer of an enemy
medical group.

Meanwhile Cobra gunships
flew overhead in support of the
ground action. Six enemy sam-

pects. At daybreak Vietnamese Na- ans were blasted (rom a neigh-  suspects.

“As far as I can determine, tional Pollce, alded by the oring river while trying fo es- A company of the 1st Bn
this was the first time this sort Screaming Eagles, began their cape the trap. (Abn), 302nd Inf., killed gevg[;
of thing has ever been doneé In  search. Suspects were held for The four enemy soldlers were enam:," and ca‘p{ur‘d three

Vietnam,” said Maj, Johmn B.
Sharp, Excelsier Springs, Mo..
brigade operations officer, as
he described the method of de-

questioning.
One reveaied that he was a
member of an NVA regiment.

killed as they
through
IrOODETS.

tried tc break

- weapons in a contact five miles
the encircling para-

northwest of Hue, Sweeping the
area, the parairoopers found

o Of Enemy Rice

CAMP EAGLE—Paratroopers from the 1st and 2nd
Brigades continued the rice denial phase of Operation
Nevada Esgle near Hue recently, raising their rotal of
grain captured to 204 tons in six weeks,

Screaming Eagles from B Co., 1st Bn. (Abn), 501at
Inf, seized 4,500 pounds of rice while searching an area
four miles northwest of the imperial city. Then C Co.,
1st Bn. (Abn), 502nd Inf. located 1,200 pounds of enemy

four tons of rice hidden under a
haystack.

Paratroopers of the st Bn.
(Abn), 501st Inf, discovered iwo
caches conlaining more than 14
tons of rice while conducting
reconnalssance-in-force  opera-
ttons four miles east af the eity.

Total enemy body count for
the week was 22

|Field Haircut|

PHUOC VINH — Fileld ax-
pedience expanded inla the
reaim of haircuts for paratroap-
ers of the drd Brigade north of
here recentiy.

Company A, lst Bn. (Abn).
306th Inf. was stationed cn an
isolated hill when Lst Sgi. Don-
ald W. Larimore, Greesnville,
Ala., saw his men begin (o look
a bit shaggy.

He iined up his lroopas,
reached inte Ris rucksack and
produced a pair of clippers.
““Hair really started w fly."
sald Spec. 4 John Polk. Ft. At-
kinson, Wis., one of the men.

“It was kind of like sheep
sheering,"” =said Lt. Stephen Hay-
ward., Bath, Me., as he rubbed
his slick head. "At least vou
can't beat the prices.'"

ployment,
No Prep Fire

Two battallons were inserted
without previous artillery prep-
erations on the landing zones
(L2's) as the paratroopers be.
gan the cordon and search of a
suspected Viet Cong staging
area.

The only warning the enemy
had was the sudden appearance
of 1 million-candle-power flares
dropped by the Air Force.

Airborne Infantrymen from
the 3rd Bn. (Abn), 187th Inf, hit
the three strategic LZ's without
interference. As the element of
surprise faded, however, t
of the Ind Bn. (Abn), 504th Inf,

Trooper's Memory
Brings Viet Smiles

PHUOC VINH—A paratroopers memory of fun
shared during recess in grade school led to the acquisition
of playground equipment for the village school here r&
cently.

*“1 noticed that the children just stood around be-
cause there was nothing to play on,” said Spec. 4 Danisl
Cross, Long Beach, Calif., of 2nd Bn. (Abn), 306th Inf,

was forced to land on a “hot™
LZ.

» Choppers Hit

Tracer bullets criss-crossed
the sky as the enemy attempied
to down the troop-bearing hell-
copters. Three ‘‘choppers" in
trall were hit by enemy cross-
fire, but no one was injured.

Before dawn the paratroopers

“It was nothing like when
Cross talked to the battalion
civil aiffairs officer, Lt. Melvin
Ritiner, Blissville, Mich., and
suggested they try to help.
ittner began to ohserve the
government-run grade school
located outside the front gate of
the 3rd Brigade base camp.
“These children were playing

The

he Screomeng Baghe

a uf Sulnorized Army NewsDODes Duldisned wewkly by e

i
0lm Alrporne Division, RVM. [ar mililory personnel. Visws and opinions szpresseg o
'his puBilication are nal necessarily Inose of 'he Decarimenl of Ins Army. Reoroduction
al afl maleriol other tham copyrighted ilemy i oulharized. Addresy i communicalions
‘o’ @cit-r, Screoming Eogie, Feadauariery, 1018 Alrpurng Division, APO San Prencics

falml, Py

ntea in ToRyo, Jopan, oy Pacilic Slors and Strepes,

Cirguration 15.008

Commanding General
Information Offlcer
Officer-in-Charge
Edlor

Ma)j, Gen. 0.M. Barsanti
Maj. Bobby J. Bishop
Lt. Samuel B, Hualf
Bpec. § Jack Hurst

I went to school.”

the only thing they were famli-
iar with—the good guys against
the bad.”" he said. ‘““That was
when they played ar all. Most
of them just seemed to wander

aimlessly.”

The only playground equip-
ment was a dilapidated set of
swings.

Rittner outlined his idea to
Stalf 8gt. Ernest Matin,

Eugene, Ore., of C Co, 34th En-
ginler Bn. Two days later, Ple.

lfred C. Flatt, Gainsboro,
Tenn., moved inta the school
vard with a 2'%.ton truck load
of building materials.

By the end of the day, four
seesaws were Installed and the
swing set restored. The children
swarmed over their new play-
ground equipmemt amid laugh-
ter and squeais of happiness.

“Thiz (s the way il shouid
be,” Rittner said. "These chil-
dren should be happy just like
we used 10 be."

WORKING OUT—Alr

horne artillerymen of C Biry., 1st Bn. (Abn),
I2st Arty., worked rapldly under i.olense heat to repel an ememy
mortar and small arms attack on Landing Zuvne (LX) Henry, &
division fire support base north of Hue.

(Photo by Spee. | Paul Higgs)
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Nevada Eagle Reaps
Arms Bumper Crop B

Division paratroepers display
some of the nearily 2,000 enemy
weapons caplured thus far dur-
mE Operation Nevada Eagle.

ompany A, 2nd Bn. (Abn),
327th Inl, struck a bonanza early
i the operation as it uncovered
iwo major weapons caches in
ane week.

Beneath a triple canopy jun-
gle 12 miles southwest of Hue,
the riflemen nncovered a bunk-
er complex comiaining 23% indi-
vidual and crew-served weap-
ons, including 167 SKS rifles B.Ilﬂ
32 cases of AK-T's.

They found a second major
cache four miles east of the A
Shau Valler. The 423 enemy
arms included 200 bolt-action
Chicom rifles. 107 SKS's, 91 AK-
47's and 12 complete 60mm mor-
fars.

Information
Office

!nmlrunpnrl goze at stacks of enemy ordnm., inctuding

Phoiographs mu::_url. rifle grenades, rocket-propelled grenades and
carbines.

. ?}( hy fhs : A
L ' P 1
Coptured 122mm rocket launcher points skyward at Camp
Eagle.

luvlof ESmm II-H gun now h.un Hu Sunmlng Iuglo Insignia as it rests wlrh an Amorh-
flag waving In the background,
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Escorting L. Gen. Brucs Polmer during former USARY commander’s last visit to Comp Eagle. Boistering the morale of Scream




F. Compball, Ky., during Operation Eogls Thrust. Hnﬂfng BVN ﬂticf of JQ&ai.Gmml Staif, Gen. Vien, as Gan. Westmoreland looks an.
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\creaming Eagles 58

W - |

s during one of many irips 1o the flald. Inspaciing enemy ordnance coplured during Opsration Nevade Hagle.
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131 Brigode reconnaissances e?m:znt trods ﬁariwgh @ mountain stream as it searches for Nv-&

Abn Troops Kill 2,100

Abn .Tr

Infﬂl’mﬁﬁﬁn = ;ﬁsﬂmg tbe pressure from the ahreg er?g i;ug,i W-:.jus th:
Elan order given ratroepers of the 1st and 4 rigades an
; 4 Srd Briss” de, 53.&113 .’u‘r‘;ﬂrnt Dpnismn as they iaunched S(Jperalwl.
Y e ‘ Offlce Carentan IF, Apeil 1.
! e combined alrborne force responded with a I7.dav siege
Scnarnlnﬁ Iagte puwrroo;m :unducil 2 bouu-la-haun Phﬁ!ﬁgmp}iﬁ of eneey positions which resulted in 2108 NV A deaths. 157 detainees
search In a village north of Hue, and 531 caprured weapons,

.Airboml rifleman ond mathins-gun crew mw entrenched NVA regulars north of the
Imperial city.

Armaed alrborne infantryman esceris ons of 33 detalnees who gove themaalves vp fallowing Poretreeper holds o rog-wrapped smoke grencde o signal .
a five-day battis al Physe Yen, nerth of Hue. an Inceming helicopter.
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HUE — An Alr Force jot
fightsr broks the silence of the
morning mist north of here as
paratroopers of the Ind Brigade
peered  through the elephant
grass 2300 meters from an NVA-
held village.

Thiree companies [rom the 1st

Bn, {Abn), Mlst Inf, surrounded
the viliage alter an initi
£

mandsr calied for artillery fire
o be followed by an arr strike.

d Dogs’ Guide

Flying high above the bunk-
ered enemy positions, a Cessna
C-1 “Bird Dog" spotier plane
marked and adjusted the incom-
FnH artillery five untll the shells
fall with a high degree of scco-
racy along a hedgervw.

After the artiflery was lftad,
Maj. Brad Telshaw, Clovis,
N.M.. the Bird Dog's pilot, be-
gan guiding In the lets slready
in pasition for their bombing
rans.

Before the strike, Talshew

Air

brieled each of the fighier pilots
an the enemy sltnation. “I's a
part of my job 6 recommend
their spproach snd direction of
altaek.,” he sald. “No soomer
had my marking rocket begun
smoking over the larget, than
the “ﬁr:t jet made its Initisl
run

Climbing to 1,500 fest, ihe
Cesana pilot observed the im-
pact area and relayed morve
coordinates Lo the fighier pilats.
Each time a bomb found an
enemy position, the Bird Dog

would swoop down seeking move
NVA strongholds.

Satisfled that the jeis were
clear of the area, Telshaw then
radiced the ground commander
:-:di zav;!;jim ﬂ'g‘e a&“ clegr 1o

n sw ng the village.

gmatly whﬁe fiylng a visual
reconnaissance mission aver a
mountain top nerth of here, he
spotted 30 d ; 122mim enemy
rockets  poln 13
Camp Evans, besdguarisrs of
the 1st Alr Cav. Division,

Support For 101s

He immedistely radlosd the
hrigade oporations center and
for the next two hours directed
artiliery missions and air
sirikes on the launching site.

“While the fighters wers de-
Hvering thetr ordnance, | saw
alght of the enemy rocketeers
fee their bunkers and hoad for
the dense jungle nenmi‘&" he
said, “As they entered the jun.
gle at the eodge of the hzl!ex?\
the fighter pilots compietaly
saturated the area."

LOOKING FOR BUSINESS—8enior medie for D Co,, 15t Ba. (Abnj,
501sd Inl., Spec, 5 Francis W. Fulton, Titusville, Pa., searches an
NVA bunker near Hue after be heard a call for belp during Opera-

tion Nevada Eagle.

(Phete by Spec. 4 Roger Downs)

‘Hoi Chanhs’ Save
Paratrooper Lives

CAMP EAGLE — A helicopter
orbits above an enemy village
as a volcs crackles [rom & large
slectronic loadspeaker in Viet-
namese. The volce belongs to a

INVA Lighter|

HUE—A paratrooper search
Ing @ swamp lor his vigarette
lighter outside am ememy-beld
village mear here rocently
brought to light more thun ex-
pecied.

“I was preparing to smoke
when 1 realized | dropped
my lighter,” sald Spee. § Frank
McEniee, Philadelphia, of C Co.,
Ind Bao. (‘bn), 501st lof,

McEntee started backtracking
through a swamp, kicking waler
Hlies In disgust, when suddenly
the brackish muck erupted
under hiy feet.

An NVA bolding a hollow reed
In his mouth emerged with his
bands in the air sarrendering.
The water-sonked Infilirater WHS
irying to Mee bis wnit's dovmed
stronghold.

former enemy soldler who is
imploring his friends to lay
down their arms and rally to
the government.

In this way lormer snemy ter-
rorists now working with the di-
vision wre saving American lives
almost daily.

“An enemy troop is promised
medical care, good food and a
new start In s Il he surrend-
ers,” sald Maj, Charles R. Xelly,
Idabel, Olla., division psycholog-
leal operations officer.

First the “Hol Chanh™ s paid
for his weaspon snd tsken o a
collection point.

“Here he is photographed and
questioned for inielligence infor-
mation,” Kelly said. “Usually
during the first few days he is
taken up In & helicopter to
broadcas: of his surrender and

sibly persuade other NVA or
‘let Cong ‘o give up.”

After making » broadesst s
“Hol Chanh” is sent 1o & com-
pound for ireining and process.
ing. Eventually he goes io & vil
lage where he Is Joined by his
family and given & home and &
chance lo siart a new life.

On Song Bo Banks

Troopers

HUE - Paratroopers of the
2nd Bri billed 21 Viet Cong
in a night ambush of three sam-
pans on the Song Bo river north
of here recently.

The #nd Platoon of C Co.. 3nd
Ba, (Abny, 31st Inf. established
& night perimeter near the easi
bank. 200 yards {rom where the
river winds down from the
mountains,

»§ had oae of my squad lead.
&rs posilioned on the piverbank
with four of his men,” sald Pla-
toon Sgt. Eddie Sweat of Colum-
bis, 3.C. Sweat glayed with sev-
ersl. of his men near a trail
above the river,

Before midnight, Ple, James
Johnston, Tucson, Arlz., spotted
a large sampan farging slowly
up ithe center of the stream to-
ward their position,

He ootifled Jackson, who si-
lently ushered his men to where
they would have maximum fre
power,

“As the sampans came
abreast of my positlon, 1 couid
see three of them about 15 yards
apart with about 25 men in
each,” Jackson recalled. *"They
appeared 1o be alert, so I walied
untll the last boat was even with
my posiifon before I opensd up
with my M-16 and triggered the
ambush.”

“With my men flring from
above and Jackson's men blast-
ing [rom below, we reaily
caught the enemy by surprise.”

Spring River Trap

Sweat sald.

As the paratrocpers’ deadly
small arms [ire ripped into the
enemy vessels, severai Viet
Cong leaped into ihe river and
scrambled loward the west
bank.

“I popped an [luminaten
flare and by its light we apened
up with grenade launchers to
cut down more enemy rrylng to
swim away,” Jackson said,

It wag the best ambush I've
ever seen,” Sweat claimed,

3rd Bde Choppers
Blast 6 Sampans

PHUOC VINH—Hslicopters from the 3rd Brigade
had a field day as they sank six enemy sampans near

here recently.

Col. Lawrence L. Mowery, brigade commander, was
directing a two-battalion operation from the air wher
his command and control helicopter spotted four camou-

flaged vesssls on the river bel

Door gunners Spec. 5 Marle
K. Donn, Scoitsdale, Ariz., and
Spec. 4 Samgel Miller, Brook-
iyn, opened up with their M-60
maching-guns. The sampans
siid beneath the gresn-toned

waler,

Later In the day, a lUght
shsarvation “Cayuse” helicop-
ter carrying members of Mowe-
ry's steff spoited two more
anemy boats,

Maj. James 8, Brewer, Colo-
rade Springs, Colo., was sitting

oW,

near the left door with an M-79
%runacio lmoncher In his lap.
ftar calculating his windage
he fired, and a flash followed
as lal!tﬂn&oy smoke popped
in the middie of the first sam-
pan. sending it io the bortom.
The pilot, WO Jamss <.
Jones, Spencer, Va., banked the
atreraft and started m run for
the second sampan. In the best
“John Wayne’ tradition
Brewer spliniered the second
sampan with another shot.

5

L

t

HANDLE WITH CARE--Paratroopers of the 1st Ba. (Aba), 881st Inf, nalosd
and olber war materia! found during s village sweep nesr Bue

{Pheio by Spec,

during Operation .ﬂcv

4 Roger A. Downs)
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SCREAMING EAGLES IN CONCERT--Stalf Sgt. Clarence L. Debren, Boston, leads the rismﬁ band

LR

o

as it plays Tor the musical sojoyment of the Tay Loc Osphanage in Haoe. This is one of a series that
the band is presenting al various orphanages. hos pilals and rdl.tzee een:ers in the area

by 8Spec. 3 Tnn Vixiiuna)

VC Meet Sudden Death As
Light Spurs Quick Ambush

PHUOC VINH — Flve NVA
soldiers met hurried death as
they disturbed a division am-
bush team before It had time
o move nto positlon north of
here,

The team from the 3rd Bri-
gude's A Co.. 3rd Ba. (Abn),
187th Inf. was enroute to its am-
bush site when the point man
stopped, crouched low and mo-
tioned silently to the left flank.

A Rashlight was moving to-
ward them sbout 50 yards away.

Quickly a small ambush was
st up and the team waited as
the light edged closer. When the
lght came within 30 yards it
suddenly  vanished, as I the
paratroopers’ presence had been
datected.

“The lght didn't come on
agaln, but we could hear some-
ong slowly pict:lni his way u:-
ward s, said 3gt. John
Waaraniemi, Mlnneapolis, Mlnn
“A few minutes later it sounded
like someone else was walking
thr the underbrush to our
right froatl.”

fe. Joe Lewis, New Orleans,
nudged his team leader and si.
lently poinied at the blackness

AWARDS
Recent divislon awards and
decorations  inclu Bronze

tar with V' Device for Spec,
4 James 1. Smith. B Biry., Ind
Bun. {Abn). 320th Arly. . Wil-
liam D Cotter, B

(Abn), 5015t Inl; and Li M-
chesl G. Watson, B Btry.. 1st
Bn. (Abn), 391st Ary.

o:l the jungle. A form slowly took
shape.

looked where he pointed
and couid barely make out a
man bent forward at the walst,''
Waaraniem! said. “He was car-
rying a rifle in his hands.”

The night's silence was broken
by the thunderous clap of clay-
more mines sending white-hot
shrapnel into the midst of the
enemy. The team then sent a
furry of Nre from thelr M-1%
rifies and grenade launchers.

Having revealed their pres.
ence the alrborne imfanirymen
began to rush back lo thelr com-
pany parimeter,

A hand flare was launched 1
signal their fellow paratroopers

af their early retirn. The lght
of the fare caught & lone enemy
standing up.

“He was aboul 25 vards sway
and appeared to be slartled into
Iniecision by the sudden hright
green light of the flare,” Waara-
niemi recalled. *'T hit him with
four guick shots and the isam
moved sharply inlo the company
perimeter.””

A quick reconnaissance  the
following moming revealed four
NVA had been killed in the ini-
tlal engagemenl and enother
had been illed by Waaraniemi.

“That isn't bad lor an ambuah
that dida't get set up as

janned.” Lewis said the next
vy as he cleaned his rifle.
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i Trooper

Saved

By Doc's Effort

BIEN HOA — With the heavy
afterncon rain dropping from
the low overhanging clouds the
!ami‘:g!r sound of n{;ﬁnpmc%&-
ing opper  Signa an  em-
ergeney. A Screaming Esgle sol-
dier was hurt,

Automatically aid men rushed
out of a bunker carrying a
strateher. Swiftly and cautivusly
the “dust off*’ landed. rain,
heavier now, glistened  as it
streamed down the crimson
eross on the akrerafl's nose.

Quickly the wounded man was
placed on lhe siretcher, The ald

team ascended the small hill in
front of the bu , slipping in
the sofl red earth.

VC ‘Jams’
Trooper

PHUDC VINH — An NVA sol-
dier hiding in a tree got & para-
trooper from the division's Ird
Brigade in a jam during 3 re-
vonnaissance-in-force  operation
north of here recently.

“1 was famished and fust sat.

down to chow when 1 got ihe
Cteeling that someone was atav

ing at me,” said Sgt. James W,
Guynn, Pembroke, Ky, of Co.
A, Ind Ba, (Abn), 508th Ini.
He scanned the nearby iree-
lire and suddenly found himsell
face-lo-face with a lone ememy
tegop. Tins of Corations flew in

various directions as the air.
borne infantryman lea for
his rifle and yelled “NVA"

Guynn returned to his former
resting place. avidly scraging
off the pineapple jam he ha
spilled on his uniform in haste.
“Our securily element biasted
the irees in the right direction,

‘but all we came up with later

was his helmet,”
paratrooper recalled.

the sticky

WELL, I'L

T is ook avery day

- tepanee section of the Ird Bs. (Abs), 508th Lnl. gets
the fask of siariipg a buge C-130 pargo plane. The airerall developed ballery troanble sl Phan Thiet

Mw!&th;aﬂnfujewmhnwmmmi!nengum were started and the big plane

was able to conlinue its mission.

(Phoio by Ple. Jercy Berry)

Local Approach Boosts Psy-Ops Effort

HUE — A localized approsch
to peychological operations s
giving a big boost to the eifort
of the division's 2nd Brigade
near here.

“Sell ldenm; is yery Impar
tant to the Vielnamese."' said
Lt, Dave Hendry, East Hartlord,
Conn,, as he explained how ihe
psy-ops’T leam broadcast mes:
sages are designed,

““The Vietnamese people hear
e name ol their disirict and
automalically they associale
themselves with the bromdcas,™

he said. “This method has
brought abou! a large response.””

As a helicopler passes over a
village with ils 1 aker am-
plifylng information in Vietnam-
ese, even lhe messa%‘s itself is
patterned to deal with.the spe.
cifle problems of that partieuiss
community and the actions s
citirens should take.

In the Phu Vang. Houng Thuy
and Phu Tu Districts soulhwest
of here, villagers are asked 1o
rooaperate with ARVN and para-

trogpers in detccting mines and
booby traps.

The peopie are cauilomud of
tha danger to their children and
livesiock should they accidenial-
Iv set off the explosives, They
sre instrucied 10 observe any
suspictous actz and notify
friendly forces through their dis
triet chief.

In mrems whers NVA are bu-
lieved 1o be located, the broad-
casts are direcied at ihe enemy.
ieliing them their position (s

hopeless and they should sur-
rends

r.
The psychological operations
program has &n  asudio-visual
leam aiso. Equipped with
movies and a !deviafzn. the two-
men crew shows films on such
topics us personal hygiene, The
television 13 w o present
music, néws and messages.
“The response W excellent,”
Handry said. "'In a village north-
west of here recently 3,008 peo-
ple turned out for the presents-
Hon,"

Awkwardly they entered the
narrow passage of the bunker.
Care was taken to insure their

t.im:s CATg0 was not farved.

streteher was piaced on
;m driven into the walls.

Medical personnel Huttered
about the wounded man.
only scunds heard were the doc-
tor's slern words, “Toornigued,
swab, sponge, clamp.” Hours,
seamingly days. passed as ex-
perienced hands Were at work.

Then it was all over. Capl.
David H. Leeper, Paducah, Ky.,
slowly  took off his glasses,
wip his . brow and walked
through the bunker's passage,

The rain had stopped. Sguint-
irg his unaccystomed eyes
against the new brilliant sun-
tight, Capt. Leeper took a deep
breath and lpcked around the
muddy hili.

Another paratrooper would
sgon recover, For the captaln,
the age-old battle sgainst deaih
had been won,

Smoke Traps
58 Detainees

HUE — Paratreopers Jrom
the Ind Brigade used artllery
smoke rounds o lead the snemy
into a trap that resulted In 58
detainees near here recently,

The rounds, normally used to
signal landing zones for a heli-
barne assaull, wers lobbed into
a suspected enemy area. The
Viet Cong. wise to the signal,
immediately fled the apparemt
assault area and joined nearby
farmers who were riling thelr
fields,

Suddeniy eiim; a road south-
east of Hw farmers’ rice pad-
dies, a portion of B Co., Ind
Bn. (Abnj. S0ist Inf '.ramped
into view and formed a blocking
position. Enstantly another block-
[nz force appeared to the north.

Meanwhile a platoon from A

Co.. 2nd Ba. (Abn). 301st Inf.
completed a swee lhm-;gn
near viilage an off

Jm{ western escape roule.
mid the stunned and con-
fused faces of Viet Cong and
fermers a platoon of Vietnam-
ese Natlonal Police landed via
helicopter in ihe center of the
elds and closed the noose.
Fourteen of the detainess were
ister confirmed o be Viet Cong.

Barsanti...

{Conlinued from Fromi Page)

emy was fully eugaged did he
d o a hospital.
For his gallantry he was
lwuthd the Distinguished Fly-
Cross. The action also re-
m ted in the flrst of two Purple
Hearts earned In Vietnam.
Yieinamese Medab

During a recent visit bere,
Vietnamese Vice President
Nguyen Cao Ky présented the
commanding general with
the Vietnamese Cross of Gal
lapiry with Palm and the Viet-
namese Nationa! Order Fifth
Class.

The vies presidest praised
Barsanti {or the Screaming Ea-
gles' accomplishmenis in north-
ern [ Corps during Operalions
Delaware and Carentan [I.

Early in his tour, Barsanti
received the Vieinamese Master
Parachutist Badge aiso.

Although "Bold Eagle” soon
moves on o new responsibili-
lies, many paratroopers will
long remember him proudly as
having been their commanding
general,




