CAMP EAGLE—Two halia-
Hong from the divislon recelved
congratulatory messages {rom
Gen, Willlam C. Weslmoreland,
COMUSMACY, and Maj, Gen,
0, M. Barsantl, division com-
mander, following two separate
tions during Operatlon Caren-
tan I resulfing In more than
100 enemy dead In northern I
Corps recanlly,

Wesimoreland's messages
read: “Congratulations to the
ist and 2nd Bn, (Abnj, %01t
Inf, for highly professional ac-
tions conducted seven kio
meters north of Hue on 18 April.
Abillty to react guickly to inl
lisl contact resulled In surround-
ing and declsive defeal of ene-
my forces, Wall donel™

His second note read as fol-

esty, (G
)01st INF Actions

lows: My con}ra!uiaizmis 1o
the elements of the 2ngd Bn.
for hesvy

(Abn), 5018t Inf,
casuafiles Inflicted on the ene-
my 14 kilometers east of Quang
Tri City on 19, 11 April, Light
friendly losses Indlcste a wail-
planned cordon operation.”
Barsanli =ent the following
message 10 Col, Jehn H. Cush-
man, Ind Brigade commeander:
"1 wish to add my congralulas
lons to thoss of Gen, Wesimore-
land for the results achizved by
this cordon Gperation. Success
of this kind results snly by de-
iatled planning, eoordinstion, ef-
fective teamwork, and oufsiand-
2n%feadarshigs.“
uring the iwe day period
gtaring April 17, perairoopers
Irem tne st Bn, (Abnd, 501st

raise

Inl, and A Co. 2nd Bn. (Abn),
a0dst Inf, successfully sealed the
village of Dorg Xuyen, north of
Hue. Foliowing artillery and
aérial bombardment, the air-
borne infantrymen enlered the
village.

Thelr sweep netlsd 53 NVA
desd and nine weapons captured
or destroyed, : ¥

During the iwodsy periag
starting April 10, parstroppers
frami Co.'s A, B, and D, #nd Ba,
{AbRY, 501t Inl. cordoned a vilb-
lage southeast of Quang Tol
Clty, They localed an esilmated
XVA company.

Following agressively initinied
#ctians, the paratrospers killed
8 NVA and caplured 23 Individ-
uai and crew-derved weapons.

{Continued om Back Page)
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79 NVA Fall In I Corps

Geronimo’s Smash Enemy

QUANG TRI—AL least 78 NVA
regulars. were confirmed kills
Ior parairoopers of the division
afler a twoday battle south of
herg racently duving Operatlon
Carentan II.

Initial comtact was made
girborne infantrymen {rom
Co., 2nd Bn. (Abn), 501st Inf,
aear Thun Phuee Dien Yillage
southeast of here. After B brief
firefight, the ememy broke con-

tect mnd took refuge In the
deserted viilage,
The next day, D Co. para-

g Vg
.
Sile

A hi
dur?}l“ 0“.“.

are B. Hollis, Sllshee, T,

nt Vigilance
leam keeps & sha
atlon Carentan 1T nort

troopers from the samae battalion
were called in to reinforce A
Co. The Communist force, esti-
mated to be a batialion, struck
back at the Screaming Eagles
with besvy aulomatlc weapons
fire and rocket powered gre-
nades,

A Urrd company of paratroop-
ers then jolned the fight. “With
our B Company added to our
force, a ring was formed around
the village, sealing 1t ofi,” said
Lt. Col. Richard J, Tallman,
Homesdale, Pa., battalion com-

look out fer NVA regulars
of Pbu Bai recemily, Ple.

€x., Lhe gunner, and Spec. 4 Terry M.
n. mm.?zm

i‘\ln?{:.ujm SeatUe, Wash., are mombers of the Ind

(Photo by Spec. 4 Bea Croxion)

mander, “There was no escape
for the Communisis.”

Following artlllery strikes by
supporting airborne artillery-
men, tactical air was called in
to pound the NVA positions,
Then psychological operations
(pey-0ps) teams were called In
lg broadcast messages to the
besieged Communlists,

“Through sn interpreter, we
toid them o surrender,’” said
Capt, La W. Cochran, psy-
ops officer {rom Thomaston, Ga.
“Again we repeated the mes.
n‘gia that there was no sscape
and added that those who did
surrender would be treated well
and given proper medical at
teniion.”

Two NVA soidlers came out
from a2 woodline bunker near
the village wall with their hands
up immediately after the first
broatdeast. They were used in
the second broadeast and helped
to persuade four more Com-
munist soldiers to defect,

(Continsed on Back Page)

Maj. Gen. 0. M. Bars
Lt Gen. Willlam B.
Vietoum, afler receiv
clusier) st Camp Engle

'or.rimaer Awarded

gl;sdiviaiw commander, la eongratuinted by
son, commander of Provisional Corps
the Alr Medal with V" (secoud oak leal

for valorous actions while direciing a
eombal assault during the Communist Tet offensive near Blen
(Pholo by Spee. 4 Tony Viglione)

#

Od.

BG Lekson New
ADC For Support

CAMP EAGLE--In an impres-
slve ceremony conducted within
the headquarters quadrangle
hers, Maj. Gen, O.M. Barsant
Division Commander, walcomed
Brig. Gen. John 8. Leksen,
Claveland, as the new assintant
division commander for sup-

BRIG. GEN. LEKSON

Arty Blunts VC Attack
At Perimeter's Edge

HUE-A buman wave sf NV,

divisien artillery baitery dur
of here muur.ulmta point m firing blunted the attack and

tried to breach the perimeter defenses of
encirel
. came at us screaming and yelling

Jenkins, Philadel
nshﬁf.u "em 0p a3 they iried to hreak

nedted 30 ememy

The Communisis
B Biry., Ist Bn. (Abn), 33ist
meters of the ouler bnn'u;r line

b b
was grab our weapons a
through the perimeter.”

A lurs iried to everrua a
Opur:g:a

Carentsn [ northwest

&“m lo within &0
B tlons.

llg m?:;lmn," sald

and nssistant guoper. “‘All we

L. James C. Ritter, FL Campbell, Ky.ﬁmk command of the

battery and directed lire on the ememy.
gun crews 1o [ire asti-personnel rounds at nsarly
slwm the main enemy thrust.

e quic ordered all
s poﬁ blank range,

er left his command past brielly to supervise a different

of “lirefight” In the balle
the baltery's guns were st

ammo dump. Whea ke relurned, ail of
hlazing.

As the enemy force hroke cootact and fled, serial observers

spotiod many enemy soldiers

being dragged off the bmitlafiedd

by thelr no looger smbitions camrades,

port operations,

The famitlar sounds of “Queen
City" and “Rendezvous With
Destingy™ was piayed by the divi.
ston band as Lekscn trovced the
line and was introducsd by Bar-
santl to il principal =taff of-
ficers.

Lekson came to the Scream-
ing Eagles fotlowing tours as
assistant division commander
for the Sth Infantry Div, snd as
chief of siaff for the command.
ing genaral of I Fleld Force,
Vietnam, %hu beén In coun.
t , 1867,

g ing 2s a para.
chutist in June, 1542, he jelzwd
geﬁ 50-113 %fachm In

egimen served
platoon leader, baitalion opers-
Hr;mds o!ﬁ;e:,muma t?ﬁ?
& z:ghnen aticos of-
ficer with the Qﬁ?; PIR. He
garueipstxd in combat
iclly and at Salerno,
In 194, Lekson was sssigned

borpe Division. He par
t!ddpnted in the Salernp, Antdo
and Ardennes operations with
the “All-Americans.”

Post. World War I days saw
him as assistant G-3 for (he 82D
at Fort Bragg. He then hecams
& baitalion commander and re-
g:nnhl operalions officer with

505th Parachute Infantry Re-
giment,

A graduate of the Command
and Staff e and
the Armed Forces Stalf College,
ha was assigned sy the assistant
G-1 for the 101st at Fort Camyp.
bell in 1938, Ha then aitended
the Alr War Cn!%m at Maxwell
Air Force Bj-us]; 3 gm‘rmslm
ment 23 a joint Ss G
tions offfcer with the anm
tions Command, Korea.

Next he joined the 82D Abe
borne Division at Fort B
whaere he commanded tha
Alrborne Battle Group, 135th Inf,

In 1963, he was

aniry school, Fort Beoning.
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Spaghetti Man

Congecling the many required eommunications lines coming inte Camp Eagle from other leld com-

mand posts and su
N.J. It [s here that Moj. Gen. D,

M, resuiting in more than 60 enemy deaths in noribhern I Corps during

1 bases inlo 8 terminnl box Is signalman Ple. John J. Ba

_ wmann, Irvingtom,
M. Barsanli, division cemmander, is directing Operation Carentan
the first mounib of lighting.

{Pbote by Spee. 4 Nate Lymeh)

Medic Braves River,
Enemy To Rescue Man

By Spec. 4 Charles Bailey

HUE—Medic! Medie! A blast
of automatic wespons fire or an
exploding morter round can in-
stantiy change a paratrooper
into a casualty, and the line-
doggies’ “‘Doc” with his aid
kit, skill, and courage into an
instant hero.

During & flrefight north of
here recently, Spec. 4 Frank
Gentile, Greenwich Village.
N.¥Y., a medle with the 2nd Bn.
{Abn), 5Hst Inl., Became such
a hero.

“Gentie swam 120 feet avross
@ river to 8 wounded man who
wias stranded on the other side,"
sald Spec. § Larry L. LaBorde,
Biloxi, Miss., snother medic.

The owner of two Sllver Stars
swam ucross the river while a
firefight raged from bank to
bank, He held his aid kit and de-
fated air-mattress above his
head as he swam, making him-
self as little m targe! as possible,

“When T got to the other side,
1 had to pull mysell out of the
water,” Gentlle said. “I didn"t
think I could do it. I was so
tired.™

But he made it onto the side
of the river, and in a low-crouch-
Ing run made his way to the
wounded paratrooper.

Gentlle dressed his wounds
and inflated his air-mattress,
After dragging the man's limp
body Lo the river bank, he low-.
ered the mattress down onto
the water.

“After I put the flellow on top

of It, [ began swimming down
siream pushing him ahead of
me,” he sald. Gentile swam $08
yards down the swiftly-moving
river, trying to get out of the

The helicopter circled high
above Gentile and his patient.
waiting for an opportunily to

nd.
Finally the wiry little medlc

firefight 10 a safe area so @ succeeded iIn pushing the raft
MEDEVAC helicopter could land  out of danger and found a place
and extract the wounded trecoper.  where the hel ter could set

While T was in the waler, he
stepped breathing five times,”
the 28-year-gld maedic said
“Each time [ puiled mysell up

down. In seconds lhe chopper
landed and was airborne again
with the wounded man on board.

Later, after checking on the

I have read many accounts of vour jungle Hghting and each
account bears out my beliel in the value of the night ambusa, Many
of you recall the accelersted training you received prior to deploy.
ing with the division for Vietnam, and the emphesis that was placed
on night fightung. Sinee that time, I have seen vou Becoms cem-
petent. confident, night fighters. You have become good 31 it, the
resulls and achievements speak for themseives. You hsve hecome
proficient In moving with stealth, ease, and cunning o predeter-
mined ambush positions during the hours of darkness. You have
shown that the iong night, many times just & patient &’i?ii resulting
in nothing, has in no way discouraged your confidence in the value
of night actten. When & larget has presented itself. the decisive
precision with which you have triggered the vioient and explosive
action is the mark of a seasoned {ighter. You have prepered well,
you have “'stolen the night from the enemy.” He is no longer sure
1hal he can move safely after dark. This slows him down and shows

ple he is not the vaunted fightsr he would have us try lo
love he is.

The strategy of the night ambush i3 not pew, Tt has been em-
plaged tn every major war. It is sspeciaily characieristic af the
airborne. In thls division, 1 have established s policy whereby
we conduct a large percentage of sur fighting at night, thus keeping
relentless pressure on the enemy. He has long lost the dav and has
had to resort 10 the aight for movement and vesupply, but now
that has been taken from him in our sreas of operation.

“Charlie" now lteraily risks his Hie when be ventures forth st
night. You have fought in the jungles, the mountains, the villages,
and among the coastal sand dunes, defeating ihe ememy in bunkers,
foxholes, and Lrenches with many of these setiens successiully ace
complished at night. In the Screaming Bagles' area of cperation,
the night belongs 10 us. I

Take nota that the enemy does not sesk us—he tried to avoid
us—and he moves at night. Exploit this feet. 1 will pay us hand-
somely in victorles and lives saved among our troops. Keep vour
night fighting skill sharp by developing and practicing patience,
stealth, fire discipline, and proper wedpons emplovment techniques.

As of April 28th, this divisien has killed 24 enemy at night since
arriving in Northern I Corps Tactical Zone. The night belonas to us!
Keep up the good work.

Troopers Overrun NVA
Position Close To LZ

PHU BAl—Paratroopers {rom
the division recently overran an
aitempted NVA ambush north
of here, killing flve Insurgests.

While moving down a trail to
secure & lan h}? wone (LI},
paratroopers of C Co., 2nd Ba.

muansuvered in from the left
frant, forcing the remaining ene-
my to withdraw.

€ company then contlnuesd
its swesp lo the landing szane
site but they were again brought
under fire. Reaves immediately

snte the matlress, I gave him
mouth-te-mouth resuscitation or
massaged biz heart unil he
resumed breathing.”

man's condition, Gentlle was
pleased to find out his work was
not_in vain, The man was going
i iive.

Wounded Troops Saved
BPL Silver Star Winners

X THIET - Two para.
tronpers from the rd Bn. (Abn),
a06th Inf. regenlly received the
Silver Star here for herolc ac-
tions while the *‘Currahess”
biunted the Communist Tet of-
fensive againsi this coastal city.

Sgt. Arlen R, Mayfield, Jr,

Lewigville, Tex., a squad leader
with A Co., volunteered for 2
dangerous night patrol W re
trieve wounded comrades Irom
an ensmy position,

Maylield guided the patrol
since he knew the exset locatlon
of all of the casualtdes. He o
quired this knowledge by mak-
ing the original assault and wax
pinned down near them untll ap
air strike allowed him to get
away, although he was pinned

he
Seneaming

IREOR
A NE

The Screoming Eogle i 90 auinerima

R Eaole

Army AEwWEDIpar gublianed weskly Dy e

wrer Ty Diveanion, RVN. fgr mikitgry personnsl. Views and o@iians aspressesg »
A ol feoft Gre fal nacensEri, thase of ‘re Deporimeni of tha Army. Raproduction
ot gil molerinl ofver than con,+ignied lems s outhoricsd, S30fe8s 8 Cammunbostiens

ta: Soltoe, Bcreoming Bogie, Mesdguortery, 1318t Alrtorne Duonon, APD San Eroocats

. Priniag in Tokyo. Jopun, b

¥ PoCite Slory and Sirips.

Chrcumation 15,000

Commanding General
Information Officer
Officer-in-Charge
Editer

MG 0.M. Barsanti

MAJ Bobby J. Bishep
CPT. Joha N, Borsholdt Jr.
SP3 Dan Stroebel

down In another area for almost
two hours before he made It
back o his company's night de-
fensive perlmster.

The citation read, in part,
“Upon retu to the site that
night, Ma made several

irips 1o drag the casuaities back
to the security alement, inelud-
o o g Vi
ront por 8 (et
Cvng were using as a .

“During the patroi, he was
under continuous sniper fire and
occasional moriar fire. A sweep
of the ares the aexi day re-
veated 19 enemy bodies sna
numerous blood trails.”

Ple. John P. Melgaard, Los
Angeles, a member of headquar-
iers company, was pinned down
by intense aulomatic weapons
fire near a landing zons north-
west of here. Upon learning of a
wounded man }yingi in the open
in need of help, Melgaard ran
through enemy {lve to reach the
paratrooper,

The medie treated the casual-
ty. and assisted In carrving him
off the battlelteid. Three more
troopers were wounded while
enroule to the landing zone.

The cilation reed. in part.
“Meigaurd, sill under intense
fire, lreated these Individuals
and assisted them scross %
meters of open field, constantiy
exposing himsel (o enemy
rounds.

(Abn), 302nd Inf, began recelv-
ing intense enemy. fire.

“We were within 15¢ meters
of the LZ when we received
aulomatic weapons fire from
two concealed bunkers lo our
right flank." said SFC Julius
C. Herron, Goldsbore, N.C.

Herron got his men on line
and gave the command ito
“oo.get low and follow me”
The men began moving toward
the bunkers, utliizing fire and
movement. The rest of the els-
ment, commanded by Lt. George

requasted air support, and with-
in minutes, gunships were hover.
ing overhead.

¢ again Reaves' unit was
sant to the left flank while Her-
ron's slement pushed straight up
the trail. The roopers pushed
on, advencing cautiously and
neutralizding bunker alter bunker
a8 they moved.

A sweep of the area netled
three AK-T's, two SKS carbines,
and one RPG rocket launchar.
The snemy force, in their ha
mrutmt. left behind Mve dead s

ers.

. Reaves, Jacksonville, Fla.,

L

Receiving con
the lat Ba, (A
The five star

Miled

New Sereanr Major

tulntions for his promswtion te sergeant major of
fal. im Cecil J. Cash, Stone Mountain, Ga.
salute Includes LL Gen, William B, Ressem, com-

maader of Provisional Corps, Vietnam, and Maj. Gea. 0. M.
Barsanti, 18131 Division eommander. (Photo by Spee. § Eddle Rusk)
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* Heliborne Assault Nets

- - -
Fire Mission
This howitzer gun crew from A Biry., 2nd Ba. (Abn), 318th Arty.
sends 2 round on its way loward enemy positions seuth of Phuoe
Vinh. Holding his lingers in his ears Is assistant guaner Ple, Warren

Young, Baltimore, as Staff S&L Williom Pratcher,

ceives the “flre” commond.

Memphis, re-

e. Marvin Gilhousen, Jacksonville,

Fla., prepares to caich the extracied casing as Pfe. Lon Hanson,

Los Angeles, palls the lanyard.

(Phato by Sp4 Robert Sennoit, Jr.)

CAMP EVANS — Nine 13%mm
ensmy rockets, aiready orimed
and aimed for the heart of the
base camp of the 1st Air Cavalry
Div. here in northern I Corps.
were snarad in s daring hen-
borpe assault during davigh
hours by a plstoon of parairoop-
ers from the division.

Running before the Screaming
Eagles was an estimatad NVA
company who chose not to da-
fend their hilltop bunker rom-
plex. Instead they fNed nto the
hemvy jungle. .

The H12.133 assauit helicopiers
carryiag paratroopers of the 1st
Plateen, C Co., st Ba. (Abn),
38dnd Inf, set down on top of the
enemy bunkers. Some of them
roversd low over the uneven
terrain 1o let the paratroopers
Jamz out snd form a hasty
perimater.

“We expected sure contact,'
said Sgl. Thomas N. Grussel,
Worcester, Mass. “This place
hed gaiready been bombed and
hit before by hellcopter gunshins
and arullery, but nearly all af

NVA Battalion CO
Slain By 501st Troops

HUE — Paratroopers of the
division killed an NVA hattalion
commander during an early
morning ambush north of here
recently during Operation Ca-
rentan II.

The high ranking NVA officer
wes one of seven enemy killed

Uninvited Guests

1/502 Invades NV A Hideout

HUE—An unknown size Com-
munist [orce proved themselves
terribie hosts as they evacusted
their mountain hideout north of
here recently only minutes be-
fore a company of “Screaming
Eagles'” dropped in for lunch,

Paratroopers of B Co., 1st Bn,
{Abn), 50dnd Inf. found pots of
rice simmering on wood-burning
stoves and wash basins, com-

plete with bars of saap still wet
and sullied from Communist
hands.

In their haste, the fleeing NVA
regulars abandoned a carbine
and two seml-sulomatic rifles—
an unpardonable sin among top
combal troogps,

Shielded from aerial detec-
tion by & hesvy jungle canopy,
the complex of huls, bunkers
and lunnels was judged to be a
haven for st least a compan
and possibly 2 hattalion of N\’.{

reguiars,

The discovery came when
Spec. 4 Noel 8 Andrewin,
Brooklyn, N.Y., kneit at a

stream to fill his canteen and

.Specizzi Birfhdoy-

For Currahees

PHAN THIET—For most units
serving in Vietnam, the begin.
airg of April marked an un-
eventful wurn of the calendar
with the anticipation of snother
month of hard fighting shead.
Bul for the “Currshees” of the
did Ba, (Abn). 508th Inf., It had
& special meaning.

T was thels first birthday
3ince reactivation last April 1
ai Fort Campbell, Ky, The day
in Vietnam ended with the con-
firmatlon of their 308th enemy
killed since they arrived foy
combatl in late October of last
year,

Conducting Operation MeLlaln
northwest of here, paratrogpers
of © Co. made contact with &
Vier Cong squad. The histaric
kili was made by Sgi. O'Neil
Newkark, Kelly, N.C., when he
shot a Viet Cong officer from
73 meters away, saving hiy
platoon ieader from an enemy
ambush,

spolted a well-camouflaged hut
dug into the mountainside,

“It biended into the jungle so
well, I almost didn't see it ai
ail.”  Amndrewin sald. “Their
hooeh was made out of straw
and bamboo and was big enough
for about 13 enemy soldiers.”

Under the hut's bamboo flopr
mat. he found a one-man bunker
end a tunnel leading toward @
nearby trail,

The trail turned out lo be the
axis of a base camp that

stretched up the mountainside
and included about 20 huts,

“The trail sounded haliow
when we walked on i1,” Andre-
win said, “zo we did a litte
digging amd found @& tunnel
underneath that stretched ali the
way up the trail.”

Each hooch had sn under-
ground connection to ihe main
tunnel and there were spider
holes dug st intervals o serve
as firing ports along the trail,
be said. -

during the ambush trap set off
by members of the 3rd Platoon,
C Co., 1st Bn. {Abn), $01st Inf.

“It was nesrly dawn when
1 heard volces coming down the
trall whers we were ready to
take up our cleymores.'' said
Staff Sgt. David A, Tucker,
Nashville, Tenn. “I noticed two
NVA regulars ceming up In line
with the one that I set, so 1 se:
i1 off when they were within lts
range.”

Aller engaging an enemy Da-
trol with smail arms fire, the
remaining insurgents fled and a
parsirooper {lre team went out-
side their perimeler to investi-

gaie.

“We saw seven bodies and
found a fleld pack on one of
them conlaining lots of docu.
ments,” Tucker sald. “Then we
came 10 one of them that was
just carrylng a pistol, so we
knew he was an oificer.”

The documents recovered con-
firmed that he was the com-
mander of the lst Bn., 803rd
NYA Regiment.

i Rockets Aimed At Ist Cav

the bunkers were still intaet.”

The paratroopers found the
deadly 34 -foot long rockels set
in bambeoo braces and wired so
that all nine couid be fired aff &L
once. “We sighled slong ihe
rockels and every ane of them
was almed rignt al Camp
Evans, ' said plaloon leader Li,
Terry F. Siulce, Chettancoga,
Tenn.

Members of the *Flest Strike’
Battalion, assigned with the sk
of defending this buse camp,
were alerted to the Communist
rockel menace by an Alr Porce
observation piiet, who spotied
the enemy stronghold in a clear-
ng atep HIll 338, southwest of
here by 12 000 meters,

“There were at least 35
bunkers in an area abhout the
size of & football fleid,” Grassel
sald. “All ardund us there was
nothing but & silent green wall
of jungle.™

Besides the rockes, the para-
troopers found o sandbag (ol of
AK-AT ammunition, several
blocks of TNT satchel charges
and numerous blood trails lead-
Ing inte the jungle,

“They had built some pretty
elaborate bunkers,” said Sgt
Bobby L. Harrell, Aoniston, Ala,

“They used heavy bumhoo,
rocks, and grass for camou-
flage."”

The battalion commander. Lt.
Col. Bertram J. Bishop, Wash.
ington, D.C., followed his men
into the enemy base camp and
picked up the nine rockets and
other captured gear in his com.
mand contral helicoptar,

“If we hadn't got those rockets

during the day, they might
have hit us with them that
night," said Sgt. Ronald O©.

Nagy. a squad leader {rom Bath,
Pa.

.....

‘Keep Feeding ‘Em

Baby'

Spec. 4 Calvin Harrison, Bronx, N.Y., feeds an ammunition belt lnie the M-60 mlchlne‘& of Spee. 4 Rosald D. Davis, Kingsien, N.C.,

a§ be provides a base of fire for aitacking infantrymen of C Co., 2nd Bn. (Abn), 502ud

north of Phu Bai recenily during Operatlon Carentan i1,

™ s

oopers overran a bunker complex
by Spec. 8 Richard MeLaughliny



Page 4

The Screaming £agle

May 13, 19468

Orphanages Receive
Help From Eagles

AUE—A 24 lon truck carry.
ing paratroopers [rom the divi-
on 2 good-will mission
umbled through the war torn
sireets of the imperia y iaden
with sacks of rice, {lour, fool
zils, boxes of spap and ‘ooth-
brushes recently,

Key passengers were Maj,
Paul §. Moscovie, Cannonsburg,
Pa., civll altairs offlcer, Chap-
laln {Lt, Col.) Donald R. Sather,
Madison, Minn., and assistant
Chaplain (Maj.) James A. Pe-
ierman, Wilmington, Del. Their
lirgt stop was the of g
residence of iwe Ca
ters, Marceila Shuiler, W
5, and Elizebet
‘eveiand, of the Catl
ervice, Vietnam,
Moscovic conlacted the
Sisters when he learned they
were rying to asslal several
srphanages near here. After
waiking  with  Sister Marcella
and Introducing the chaplaing,
Moscovie and his  assistant,
Spec, 4 Michael Killby, Rich-
mond,. Va., drove the group io
the Vien Bao Anh orphanuge,
where 103 Vielnamese boys live.

The  oldest is 17-year-old
MNguyen Tra, the group's ieader,
With him stood Sister Sadier,
who arrived earlier 1o heip
supervize (he cleaning and re-
construction of the bulldings
damaged by tha war,

As the truck pulled intoc the
courtysrd, many of the boys'
faces lurned gquestioningly 1o
Sister Sadler and Nguygen Tra.
Agaln the Screaming Fagies
were introduced by lheir inter-
greter, Mizs Phan Thi Hien
Vien, belore all the boys began
to unioad thelr share of lhe
precious cargo from the truck.

The chaplaing bugan i hand
out tocls and dempnsirated lhefr
use io the boys. Meanwhiie Mps-

-

covic supervised the rice and
disiribution

sdap.

; the perairospers lefl Vien
Ank, the ‘sces gquestloned

ere, Smilss replaced their

as ihaoy weved (helr new

ishes in & gosd-by

i e be able o
apie." Mos-
the

oour

orghanage &
g this lime by iwe
ns, Soorn !
cyd and girls
Vien Tay Lac 2
&d ‘sround the iruck.
After discovering thalr mis-
tion, the nuns immediatel
prassed their sope
uespest aratituds 19
ronpers.

herage crowd.

W

Again mors ool kiis, rice.
fis scep and  ‘gothbrushes
distributed. The instant

reward WAs szen by the ojvil
alfairs feam &% B glimmer
hope it the childrens’ faces.

| Cold Shower Turns Hot |

PHUDC VINH—A cold shower turoed inlo a hot one for a para-
irooper of the division bere recently.

“¥ bad becn in the shower [or ohoul three minutes and was com.

iul.el%aaa d up. I remember Lhat the waler was pretly cold,” said
g&aﬂ e g:snk Butller, Palmelto, Fla,

Then the goemy hegan dropping ¥Imm mortar rounds info the
bese tamp area.

“The explesions wera v rapid ond close. 1 dropped to the
finor and seconds later bits of hot metal tore lolo the shower stail
where 1 bad been standing,” sald the B Co., 5015t Sigoa! Bailalion
ireoper.

“1'd sore look sil
il this happens again,

wearing @ fek jacket inlo the shower, but
may just try 3, Butier said,

Easy Does . |

A large sack of rice is steadied oo the shoulder of a Yietaamese boy 8t the Vien Ban Anh orphanage
neur Hue by division elvil affalrs officer, Maj, Paul 8, Meoscovie, €
cf by Spee. 4 Michael Killhy, Richmood, Va. Rice, testhheushes, tool kits and soap were also distributed,

annopsburg, Pa. He Iz assisted
{Phalo by Spec. 4 Nute Lynch)

Paratroops Complete
Operation Jeb Stuart

HUE—Paralroopers from the
ind Brigade concluded their
phase of Operation Jeb Stuart in
northern I Corps recently fullow-
ing & four-day battle which took
#48 Communist lives in Quang
Dien District.

The kiils were scored by the
airborne infantrymen of the ist
Bn, (Abn), 382nd Inf, along with
thess of D Co., Ind Bn. (Abn},

R. Banchex,
0. The Ind B

e
Ist Bn. (Abn), 5820

»
Keeping D
Fording » stream Ip @ Vielaamase canoe worth of Hue are Spee. &
George Laredo, Tex., and Spee. 4 Pairick Hurls;. San

e Infanirymen were operatiog with
Inl. during Operation Carettan II.

s H

{Continued From Page !)

Then the fighting continued
to rage {ercely., The paratroop-
ers lightened their noose, slowly
maving across the rice paddies
that surrounded the villags.
killing the enemy as they went,

“Tear gas was hurled Into the
village by ground launchers und
low-flyin ters,” Tallinen
said. Communists with
burning throats and crying eyes
scram| out of a conceslied
bunker directly in front of the
opcoming paralroopers. They
were quickly disarmed and de-
talned,

Mare air sirikes were called
in and the “redleg” artillery
pounded the village again and
agaln. “T've never seen &ny-
place receive such & beating,”
said Lt. W.F. Aromow, Grest
Falls, Mont., execullve aof-
ficer with D Co. "I don't see
how anyene could llve through
that artillery pounding.”

. | Awards |
i BRONZE STAR “V
ggt Pé‘;‘ﬁ W, &%oiz% 27187 s
iam .
Med. B, S
Lt. Patrick C. Brooks, 2/308
Pit. Sgt. Herman L. Trenl, £/508
Sealf & Deibert L. Mulvacey,
17

1 v.
Staff Sgt. James L. Patao, 2/508
Sgt. Parrick Bayard, 1/308
8gb. Billy L. Slmmonas, 3/308
8gt. Edward H. Tison, 2/308
&95&;‘.4 Gary E. Munoz, Hgs. 2nd

Spec, 4 Ralph W. Newby, 2/504
Suﬁcw: Michsel ¥. Duniphin,

Spec. 4 Lawrence B. Mize, 2/301

ry

Ca.,
(Photlo by Epee. 4 Paul Higgs)

Geronimo’s Smash Enemy

But the fighting Kept on, The

ﬂttmnga."l staried killing ihe

smmuniat soldiers in the vil-
lage sireets. “Our whole bat-
talion was wiped oul,” oue de-
tained Communist soldier toid
an Interpreler. "The bombs
burted hall of us and the Amer-
fvan soldlers were everywhere,
It seemed."”

Afier the battle, T8 Communist
todles were found and 13 more
were added 1o those already
delained. Many more NVA
soidiers died from the air strikes
gnd artiliery shells.

The “Geronimo” battalior also
captured 33 indlvidual and crew-

ved weapons from the rubble
at was once Thun Phuoe Dien
Viliage.

S0let Inf., plus srtiilery and alr
strikes.

The paratreupers atlucked a
glant bucker complex bhousing
an_estimated NVA batiallon.

The eariy days of the batile
mw 28 NVA and Viet Cong
perigh in ambushes by the para.
troopers &8 arlﬁiery and air
sirikes pounded lhe enomy
stronghold.

On ihe fourth day, “'Birike
Force" perstroopers from A
Co., commanded by Capt. Terry
Bpiefeiberg, Tacoma, Wash.,
penetrated the gates of an
enamy-held village and kilied 23
insurgents. Companies B and C,
advancing behind a wall of sup-
porting sulomatic weapons [lre
and grenades, killed seven more
ennmy.

Sweeping lhe ares the next
day, A Co. counted 8 snewmy
bodies resultl from artillery
fire and alr strikes. All batteries
of the 1st Bn. (Abn), 32%st Asty,
blusted the enemy positions
steadlly durlng the four days.

The body count for the battle

raised the Znd Brigade's toil on
the enemy durl ration Jeb
Stuart lo 1011, paratroopers

took 130 detainees during the op-
eration alwo,

2/501st Paratroopers Complete
Successful Amphibious Assault

HUE—Becoming falntly audi.
ble above the sound of the South
China Sea night sucl was the
steady whine of US. Navy pa-
trol boat engines.

Suddenly the huge ramp-doar
of the amphibious craft slammed
down onto the wet sand. Thirty.
two division paralroopers raced
down the ramp and disappeared
into the night.

Three-thousand meters down
the coast, another “sea mon-
ster'’ landed and 28 more para.
{roopers were disgorged.

"1t was Lthe fret sea assault
for ws,'”” said Capt. Michael
Birdwell, Modesto, Calif., com-
mandsr of C Co., nd Bn. (Abn),
3915t Inf. Three platoons were
used In the assanit of a Vietl
Cong vaﬁufu during Operation
Carentan 15,

“Our plaloon landed first and
became a blocking force,” sald
gvta{f 8zt. Fred Moye, Princeton,

Ya

Between the two [orces, sever-
8l thousand meters inland, an-
other platoon, led by L1 Robert
Santos, Long Besch, N.Y.,
moved into another biocking
position. The only sseape route
open to the Viel Cong was by

sea.
"With dawn's flrst Hght, Sgt
Poole's ulaloon begsa movin
toward ihe village" Birdw
said. “The Communists were
caught compielely by surprise.”
e's men swept through
the village, nabbing the 17 Viet
Cong &t thelr b ast tables.
Those who tried to escape ware
uickly netted by the blocking
orces,



