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CHU LA] — Operation Wheel
et wesks ’s?a“hmmg {%“" in
tw g mil

vol. 1, Ne. 12

1s? Brigade, 1013t Airborne Division

west of here asx the

December 6, 1967 Euagles maintained the momen-

Expl
cenily during Gpeution Wh

Artillerymen Fight Of

By P2 James Parker

CHU LA! ~— Using a siren to

signal the beginning of ¥n at-
tack on & 101st Ax}bume ariid-
ety position 18 miles west of
here recently. the NYA losi ons
of the most. savEge bntﬁal of
Opearation. Whnitr

Para

Br. {(Abs); 330th A

saund of a faint siten

on thelr position. In the
of the

sse the at-

" Spee. 1 John H. Wallacs,
» Okla., was siiting in the

e WP

Tmn umn.mdt in ths
ihe hiaetomy &3’&’?‘&.‘:‘3
e door. Pruitt
“bissted nim with @ durst from
his M-18 pifle. The tnsurgent's
renade sxploded in the door.
way wnmsdmz tht sHghtly.

The bnnhr w‘hieh sorved as
m’*ﬂ! quartsrs for FDC per-

«p
mpmaf:\"mry‘ind e
puzzied when they. ard 818'

the fog shrouded niz!u .
ater morisy  shells”

lodinl shells,

. Fire. mrmi Centar (m
o OGN .
~bunk#r;

: ﬁlim iny!ns to tmir how-

sonnel tock & direct hit from
&n incoming mortar round. One
artilleryman was killed; two
wars wounded. Spec. ¢ Richard
“W. Ovas, San Dlego, crawled
gat of the bunker and dashed
for the Baltery command $
Oyas yelied: “"The A
-around.”
. commander, Capt.
Mandeville, Chickasha,
., Hired a hand flars which
‘claarly Hluminated ths battsry
posifion,
Znnmii Fayttmmt, N. c

béfnin ‘the ‘Tubes’

oding lares and shells :ﬁ; a parapet of A Btry., Ind (Abn), 320tk Arty. The redieg wnu%mgd"

First Sgt. Hemry J.

heaved two mnades in succes- -
sion intg the advancing enemy

and spoiled thelr attack,

an sxplorion rocked - ik

Suddenly an

the Gack: gids of the command
post bunker. Mandeville yelled:
“Rangs corrsct: Lal's get the

hell osst of hers,”
’ﬁn captain and Ms small
p began fighting their way
th- ﬁrim btttery parapets.

“G
W Juls ” nxgm

While tha attacs conﬁmcd on

XO, CO Rally Men

CHU !.A.I—K--wiz@wm'

ﬂ!l m? Ksbasko bolted
_ npﬂah! his sledp in the

locaied on ‘& mounialn

‘ mp west oi hm

niv' parstrooper ar-

itllﬂ

: tﬁ:c day,” he said.
“l'lnu ftﬂad the sky. 1 couid
388 our men running © thelr
posittons  and NVA  running

xhr;:x.gh the am throwing gre-

Kabazko m 18 :iu forward
gun section, organized the men
and began placing direct fire on
the silacking enemy. Lsaving
the craw in action, the officer
mada his way 1o the 5th section
and found the crsw wounded,

Kabasko directed oﬁms tc the
ssctlon, or “ihatr fires
and aided 'n treannz the

wounded.
Batt commandc Capt.
Craig Mandeville ran {o tha 8th

section where bc found the how-
itzer jJammed. Al the men of
the secticn had besn wounded
by granadss and mortars.

Mandeville clesred and placed
direct firs on the enamy in spite
of wounds he sullered,

While Mandeville rallled the
wounded, Kabasko ran to ald
the 13t section, As ha dodged
and darted across the hil hs
sustained fragmentation wounds.
He picked up a wounded irooper
undurriedhimzaihoﬁdsu—

on

Racing back to the section.
Kabasko wss knocked fo the
ground repeatedly by grenade
snd morter sxplosions. ysi he
contlnued to the men.

tum of their aitack into aress
controlled by tha Viat Cong and
NVA since 1954, Elements of the
ad NVA Division have buen
pressed continually by the bri.
gade since tha first combat gs-
sault Sept. 11,

Seventeen anamy were kilied
in contact Nov. 8 to piush snemy
losses gvar the 900 mark, Three
puratroopers susisined minor
woundia In the duy’s action,

Five of the 17 kills were
scared by B Co., ist Bn. (Abn),
337th inf., eommanded by Capt,
Edgar ¥. Bureh, Bouider, Cala.

Paratroopers of A Co., 3nd
Bn. (Abn.), IMth lnof., added
four kills and the Hawk Plal.,
ted by Lit. John MoKnight Tac
cox, Ga., accounted for twon
more s als reconnaissance sle-
ment surprised the pair bathing
in & stream.

Operation Whoeler, the hr-

vg:cd:s sixth sweep in I Corps,
me the largest combat ace
tion for ithe Screaping Eagles
since arriving in Vietnam July
%, 1948,
. Previously, . Operation  Haw-
thorne with 581 anemy dead was
the }argest 1918t action:

- The largest &ngle actien-of the
operation oeeurred Oct. 8 when

paratroopers of A Co., ind Bn.

- (Abn), WTih Ind. killad 848 NVA

‘in 2 pitched battle fought dur-

2 driving monsocon storm.

'hec?er not  only  inflicted

neavy losses on the snemy In

battle. but alse denled him

large siorss of leod. Thirty-twe

tons of polished rice and fz'n

1ons of salt were extraciad dur-

ad' & four day period. Transist-

into signiflcence to the ene-

my, the loas was encugh rice to

faad a regiment for one month

md encugh sit ta msum that
ent for a yesr.

n addition 10 duttoyinx the

: enem on  the baitlefield, the

Screnmﬁ Eagles conducted an

T civie setion program

- ‘m%od muﬂml treai.

iVA aitack re
Dan Stroebel)

Section
Blaft St Webster
Winnsborn, §.C., - raliied. .
crew and guided them thru a
hail of granades. Two mortar
rounds exploded st Andersen’s ooy
feat. He crawisd o tha protec- 1018
tive cover of the parapets,. 4%
Then, an enemy grenade fell . .~ %%
near q?g of Andtrs:ons wotmdx
men. The ursun mhbod 5
granade and sttampled to throw

hnd,thruuodd!unwmud
?mi continued to rally his
orces.

11, Wayns P. Ksbasko, bai.
tery sxecutive officer from Mis-
soule, Mont., dashed to the for-
ward gun section and began

direct fire an the enemy.

t!m crews manned their weap-
ons and succesded in driving aif
the attackers.

oS B S
men . SR '

«pon—-»mt:im rif} ‘p?:-.
w Y 4 N .,
tolg, - grenndes—and sometimes
hmd»to-hl

The siren which iriggered tita
atiack soundad again and the
batiered enemy withdrew. His
asttampt to destroy the bamg
md its ammunition dump fall

As dswn Ddroke, seven NVA
bodiss weare sprawied on the

~.

:’*2“-%. ammuniton Rgnur oRre
Hauser M his band: “Why
ﬁinuggd hil! and blood‘dml& adi h hit my Imn?
e spoku, mark couldn't 1t have Desn ham
sasmy’s withdrawal, iima hum
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ANYPLACE, Visinam =
Sereaming Eagles may have
Hrde time, but thay can maka
a telsphone osil home from the
forward arege. With the Military
Affiliate Radio System (MARS)
gtation that's alwars with ihe
forward eisments, calls can be
made 1o e Unitad Biates.

“Gur primary purpose is in
enhance moraiz,”” explains L4
John L. Wilson, Washington,
iowa, offtcerdin<harge of the
MARS station. Two operators
handie all Stateside calis: Specs.

-4 Richard D. Bmith, Barver,
Pa., and Mark N, Nicolente, Rio
Vista, Calif.

“We welcome regussts for
phona calls 1o tha Stales,” said
smuin. That's what the MARS
siation Is for.”

lat's sssume you wan! to call
home. First, eall 40

and tell the operator you wish
1w meke & m S cali, Give the

operator the name of the parc

son with whom you wish o

speak. the srea code, city and

state. The operstor wiil hook
vour call with Smith and Nicos

ferte. When your :ml m
through, you will notill
when 10 come 1 *he \LARS

station.

“All phane calls e coblpgt”
said Smith, “Qur calls car go
through MARS stations in Alas.
ta and Hawali hot 30 %e' cent
g0 through Californig. The per-
son heing called pays tha toll
from Caiifornia. Alaska sr Ha-
waill—aot {rom Vieinam.

“When & person geis his party
he is permittad to taik for three

minutes.” wdded Nicclettis.
“Emergency oadls may last
longer ™

With Christmas not far away,
3mith snd Nicolette welcome
iroapers o book their cails now.

Priority to Troops

“We try o give speciai pri- - M

ority w0 the line troops,” said
Smith. “They dcn i often get In
frum the ileld.

h e.!l

When thay de,
.we iry to expedite their cai%s'-,_

MARS station. Micoletze ssys
this is a good ides i the trooper
hus the time to wail, “We can
nrobably get his call through in

y Not Talk to the Folks at Home:

a couple of houre.” he said.

When a MARS call is mada,
the zarties use ragio procedure
by a#ying ‘over' when they have
tinished and expect m response
from the ather person. A typicsl
phone cail goes saniething like
this:

“Heilg foi'sts, ihig is Tom. }
want you o Xnow I'm thinking
about you on vour aniversary.
Over.”

“Hi Tommy, This iz Dad. We
apprecinie your cming We ok
forward to your letters, Yomu

should write more often, Over.”
“Somaiimes the. mrtm torgat

~-tg sayover- and thers are mo-

" 'ments of silence in the csll. bot

they - ttich on gulek.”
Smith.

vy

: .'aermn wants 0 cail on
n day, like a birthday.

we would: liks to know about it

‘douple of dave in advancs a0

mwaﬁ RER

W& CRn be sure and ga the call
-::-:,.-mrauzh . Nieoiatte awid. o

¥ MARS. call i§ 2 tremen-

)

ardingts their Hawati R&R with
thelr wives,” added Smith
“Aml, although therz i{s no pri.
vacy in the MARS cail becayse
4 {& radia relay. it does give
tha irooper 8 chance o hesr
the voices of his family”>

Screaming Eagies are asked
6 hold their calls 1o wice g
month. MARS calls can bHe
placed o Okinawas as weil a
tne States. Smith snd Nicoleils

gperste the station 18 hours g
duy,

““We hope ig g2t new cquip-
ment 30 we can aperste mngur
and handis more calis.” said
Wiison, “With another set ws
enuid take twice 28 many cells”

Thare are times when ‘the
MARS station s {dle becguss it
doesn’t have a reaues: for a
phone call 1o the Siales. Smith
and Nicowetts would ke lo keep
busy atid hnip the maraie of
the man.

As the nyﬁng ms A ghone

esll ia the pext bagt iiing ‘o
being thare and MARS s ready
10 3erve yau

Pmup

P(t.&‘mm!l.’hehr Tifton, Ga., catehes up on the news by read-
g the Stars & Biripes during a Wil in Operstion Wheeler [ightiag,
Tuckar, a membar of Has. Co.’s Secarity Plst., vesmy {o be Ninding

(Mbyim 4 Ben Croxion)

jhc:minl!ne:blln-

. soming Roges NTY Sevspooe
T lrtgaa., Wist Airtmrne Qivikion, RYN, for Miilory persannsl, Views sed opinieat
: txm ift Rid puBicotisn Ore £33 ALK, thaxe ef e Depariment of ihe

My,

Aadmas aii zersrwnications to: Wdilor, Scrgam

D“th APO Sen Frentiscs WMUT. Priahd

Sripes,

& S0 Gulhorting

Dudlisned weskiy oy the

oy of ail materind ather  ihan Wm ilams g sotReriimt

. 181 Brigoce, Wisk Ai berns

nn?ma s By Positis Sery ona

Crsrarun 500

BG §. H. Matbosan

MAJ Biily E. Spangler

. 1LY Barry C. Ham
SP§ Willlam P. Singley
338G Arthar W. Camphell

. beany to bullets

CE!} LAL Imazim

‘ » figh
of 18 fully-loaded C-193 alr-

planes and you have an ides of

the supplies used by paratroop-.

ers of the 10ist Alrborne during
seven weeks of QOperaticn
Wheeler fighting, What {s more

astounding {3 the! a handiul of

“men -who. work under the ttle
of Movemant Cugltwl Have -

Vhandled d#very lon,

Everything the brigade gets
from mall 20 mosguite repel-

Jent is lifted, jonded and unicad-

#d by the :unport battalion's
Movement Control ‘Team.

11 Jossph Arisuskes. New
York City, Is officerin-charge of

mayvameni opersiions in the bri-

adc s forward mwwhcmu'
thet happens {0 be
five man stafl wait, watch and
worry over mtlﬂng from

“We. work cloui with the
Army Traffic Mansgement
Agency and the Alr Farcc serial
Argpor* squadroans,” sald

nuskss. “Once the goods
reach the runway we mark the
priorims and the Afr Fares
iakes it from there. Air Force
mp&r:ﬁcn with the 181st {5 out-
standing.”

Four members of Movement
Control are riggers, They're the
familisr “red caps’ of the bris

ade, members of the Aerial

ulpment. Suppori Plat, They
performn the myraid lasks of
preparing men and materiai for
movement. by alr.

Al the ajrport here. they
tranafer combat essential equip-
ment from G123 and C-130 air-
cruft to halipads where riggers
prepare sling. ioada and ready
- the carge for Chinook hellco tnr
transport to the Forward
ply Foint (F5P) at Tien Phuoc

Maximum Support

“Puring the monsoon siorm
caused by Typhoon f:ma, we
spent & day and ni ht riggt Ez
loads,” recalled S5t !ld:m
Matthews, Jr., R;chmcnd Va.
“The combet s were in a
tight situation and needed am.
munition. They got it. Our mis.
sian is maximum suppont.”

The section slso moves sup-
plies by land and ses. According
10 Arlauskas, ses iransporistion

is loss umeiyt
ship 13 flled with materials
destined for the 10ist, there is
ag probiem.™ he said. “Partial
louds, however, can mean iong
delavs in loading and unioading.

Also weather snd tides can de-
iay a shipmeni.”

VYehicle convoys are the car-

“riers of overland shipping
'y slower than air freigh

subject to ambush, dut R allows
mare rogm for air movement of
combat - essentials,” Arlauskas
said, “Why fly. & truck . when
you can fli it with eguipment

:_!_:_ein Iﬁr !hi tronm 1o e,n-,._

the ‘entire

tand

Preparing Another Load

and drive 1" he said

“Westher is a big concemn of
Movament Contrei, Monsoon
storms. typhoon wind and fioods
can reaily hurt a unit thai cos-
tinually moves Lke ours does.”
said Arlauskas

_ Weather and work do ot

dumper the enthustasm of ihe

men- who keep mwn and muni
z:iom maoving.

~Reeping the cargo moving io
the trodps i a good feeling”
said Maithews. “Ws know its

importance.”

Riggers and mevemaent conirol persunmel work (o keep men and

malerinly moving aod the ‘Nomads of Vieina:.
{Pholo dy Spec. §} William P. Singiey)

eombat essentials,

supplica with



The Screaming Eagle

Paraniraopers of A Co., Ind Bn, {Abn). sazma af., drop 1o the groumd as enemy snipers cpen fire durisg Operation Wheeler. Alter eight weeky of I}

Checkmg Source af Smper Fire

restulted in mare zhaa 00 enemy killed

{Photo hy

Wlecier had
bctt Muosey}

Combined Arms Effort Kills 13 Enem y

Bv Pic. Robert Mosay

CHU LAI~The combined fire.
powsr of infaniry, srtidery and
gunsitips scored 13 enemy kills
and destraved a VC bastion west
of here during Operation
‘Wheeler,

The action began with Pie,
William faldana, Yuma, Ariz.,
moving as pointman for a pla-
toon of parairoopers from A Co..
2ad Bn. (Abm), ¥2nd Inl,
through theavy log which
sayded the muddy vsley
floor.

Cautipusly Saldana feit and
probed his way along a irall
wiieh foilowed 8 high bambos
fence surmundm a small ham.
et still in. slumber,

the

Saldana stopped. Pass

in the lerice.”” he whsgerad io-

the man behind him. “There's
1 r ce addy on ihe other side.”
oderick Tiliman, Mobile,
Aia recaived ihe message anﬁ
enecked ?'six may, "Lross i1, he
orderad, Let's hope we make
it W the other sida belfors the
:’ag Hits,
aldang slipped through the
opesing and siralned io sae
through the fog az he searched
for a paddy dike that would lead
‘hem BLross,
1 finally found one,” ne said.
“But I couldn’t ses where it {sd
because ihe zey? was so thiek.”
The plateen ipllowed Saklana

-in close-{lie to avoid becoming

ssparated in tha mist.
Sun Breaks Through
Less than hail way across the
m&e wddy, the -sun rose and

':_ wa’ﬁ back I'te come (0 3 guap

xc,femenf Fmds

CHU LAL — Whet hezan as an
afte:coon of boredom turped
ing s nightmare of death and
danger for a 10ist Airborne
:-.%mtraoper during
hegkr west of Mre

0, irauss

_ Jts ‘aftarnoon I wu siz
: ,ﬁrqgmx doing nothing,” he
battallon commsnder asked If 1
- wanted to accompany him on
" hig command chqppcr B Ca
and wnch their w piys 5ince
B €o. 'was ‘m outﬁ:,
jamped at ihe e am’:e

While the ‘chopper was an
route, B Co. began recelving
sporadic sniper fire. No one gava
much stiention o the harsss-
ment and the command halicop.
ter landed.

Y waiked over 16 Lt. Qrveld

{Ted Orvold. Atianta), and start-
ed getting caught up on the
news in my ol platonn.” Jones
continued, “Suddenly, (wo mar
tar rouads fell sutside our
perimeter. A second later s
third round fell inside our
perimeter and siruck a irooper

‘Bored’ Serg

‘Operation .

.~ troopar’s bods
‘honest; I was borad, The

on um head not ten feet away
from me

The murxar sheil killed the
; ' _iaxunﬂy angd latal

sh egan 1o ax-
¢ of his burn-

'i' &5 elnme: AR “equipment.

ores  lea 1w the fallen
ing st the ;mmuaiﬂen as it ax-
ploded.

“1 Irled m throw 1 awRy A2
tast ax I couid,” he said. “Sevan
men wers wmmdod by the sx-
ploding smme.”

Jones susteined burns of the
hands and minor {regmentation
wounds .of ‘the back as he
sirippad the bandoller and beit-
ed wmunitions from the burning

ciothm(g
on joined cthers in aid-
ing the wounded whils waillng
ior the medevac cho DR,
“When the 'Dust-Oif" arrived,
sniper {ire was sa hesavy they
couidn’t jand,” id Jones,
“Finally, a ‘bhird g0t in and
tock ihe wounded oaut”
Rellacting on the afiernoon.
the veleran soidier said: “I'll
nsver compialn aboul being
bored agsin.”

-and Began claw.

burned off the log, expcsmg the
caslumn of paratroopers sas
they reached a small siream.

Automatle weapons fire shal-
wpred the siliness and the pars-
trogpers dived for protection
bzhind a ride paddy dike,

“*The fire came {rom a small
hut complex to our fronmy,” said
Plc. Charlis Jones, Chesapeaks,
¥a. “A moment lster they
gpsned up wuh everything they

Three men from the 4th Plat,
were wounded in the inftial
burst of enemy fire.

Tillman called for gunships
and moments later the
“Muskew™ of the 178th Avia.
tion Co. radiced for smoks io
mark the forward and resr efe.
mants of ithe paratrooper force.

Rockets ‘swoooshed’ into the
enemy position snd angry red
iracers iram th: ﬁyins arzenal

iaced the hostile srea: Enemy

" oceupled huts exploded In bﬂ!s '

of Hre as the rockets found their
mark,

. A gunship pilat radioed Spec.

4 ‘Dean Buupre, Fremont,

: Ctﬁf “The eneiny has foriified

bunkers facing the paddy.

Recommend your elements at-

sk from the rear”

. Bediegs Provide Cover
Beaupre notifted Thiman who

reguesiad artilery smoke (o

#2anteal the plataon’'s move,

"Moments iater the howitzers of

C Biry.: Znd Bn. (Abn). 330th
Arty. blanketed the enemy posi-
tion with a curtain of smoke.

“The snemy -continued to fire
%3 the paratroopers advanced
o a {reeline on the right fank.

“Charle' knew we wers
somewhere,” sald Beaupre,
““Ths smoke kept him guessing.”

Onee in the treeiine, Beaupre

radiced the artillery battery o
cease flre. The hellcopter gun-
ships orhiled the srea and walt-
2d ax the smoks clearsd.

Tillman sttacked. “We took
them by surprise.’’ he said.

The enemy firing stopped and
?aratmopers com 8 Area
for ensmy and weapons. Onse
VC was crouched in his hole—
dead. Bullet riddied bodies of
snsmy snipers were discovered
hanging in the branches of :ail
trees around the bunkers, thasir
weapons scallered on ihe
ground below,

The gunships had done & good
lob,

An enginesr desiroyed the
bunksrs with explosives. Then
the paratroaopers ol Tiiman’s
platoon picked up six enemy
weapons and dissppeared inie
the jungle,

Treafment in the Fteld

The (ace of Capt. Bradford Mutchler, ?nd;nuh. Kr., {(center) mirrors the tension of m

they comflort an isjured hellcopier
the surgecn lor 3’0 13t Bn. {Abn), 387tk Inf.

, who plated kix our
mazlr Lom|

VM wu

MM“L Campheil)
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Water Run

PR SCrWRITHIng  SQgne

Fle. Robert Nixon. Greenspring, W. Ya.. ieads the wdy as he snd Pleo. Caﬂtox Moere, Pittsfield,
Mass.. carry canleens of water lo their platoan of A Co,, fnd Bn. (Abg), 502nd Tul.

{Phota by Plc. Robert Maogey)

New tu Plaioon

Two Troopers Show Courage
During NVA Mortar Barrage

CHY  LAl~An -NVA moriar
barrage provided a beptism of
fire for two yuatrenperx new
to the 181st Airborne near here
recently and they camae through
iike hardened velerans.

Lt. Thomas J. Lowrie. Sturge-
an Bay, Wis., and Plc. g?er
Benson, Parrish, Ala., join
Co. of the 1st Ba. {Abn), Qh
inl, during Operation Wheeler,

A few davs aller their arrival,
they were moving with the nd

Plat. when the men spproached
& hut complex. Twe
3:::1:3: an cpen paddy 1o & wood-

line. Lowrie's platoon decided

<hey were decoys, ignered them
and continued lo roove loward
the huts.

Sniper lire {orced the Amert-
cans 10 drop their packs so they
conld move faster.

“Wa ware reslly moving aul,”
said sguad leadsr Sgl. Leon
Hicke, Houston, “Benson was
right behind me.”

“A% “we husiled ltoward the
halx, something popped 00
vards ahead.” recsdled Lowris.
“T didn’t know what il was until
i heard the expiosion. The
_&hemy had 2 mortsr inaids a

NVA ran

hut and were sheliing the men
behind us.”
Wanl Moriar

Lowrie radived Ca 1, Patar
Mischell,  Levittown, N.Y.. the
campany cnmmander, that he
wask pushing on. haping o cap-
ture the morar,

Hicks' squad attacked, but the
men - wers 100 late 10 get the
weapon. The dx; captured he am-
munition, stroyed i!. -and
moved out-to reloin the com-

pany.

As the squsd moved through
& Vistnamese cemetery ihey
were attacked by enemy mor-

’\&e tock the best cover wa
could,” said the officer. He and
radic operator Plo. Carios L.
Garcia, Caquas, P.R., radioed

for artillery support. "The et
‘pf the syuad were ordered ‘to

run for a treellne.

feat, b “‘“‘.i‘z’” loaved o s
e caught @ pae of two

anemy in spider holes 1o the

- right of l.awrk and Garcia.

. TH gat ‘sm.” said the ng:

rOCDeE, v:imxin"z RCTOSS

cemetery loward the hiding

! Spec. 4 Jimmy L. Wi

gﬂ efftnmvma. Ga., iaﬂ&md
m,

Beasoa $cores

.1 told hit 30 get down,”” said
Vvuson “Benson didn’t flinch.
He hiasted the first one as he
raised up and both of us nsiled
ihe second.”

The iwo men plcked up two
BNemy Wweapoas and started
baek lo:thelr squad, Benson was
trying to take:the bayonet off
the emmy rifle wﬁm § mortar

nRRL : E -
ugemn fell. ﬁstm cared for 1
him untii the squad arrived and 7}

carried the woz.nded trooper to
me company's position. R
“He was re excited about
his Arst baitla,”
“He d&dnz ask for
zzxan “he isy under & poncho
gm waiz!ng for the weather

Av Bsmn WA evacualed,

, ta
Wilson haaded tim the captured

bayonst. Pfe. Ray C. Ward, Chi-
cago. commented: “Benson had
the right attitude from the be-
ginning, He wanted to learn and
he wasn’t scared, Ho took it !n
stride”

The squad had hlzh praise for
their new platoon: iudtr 100,
“He was right there,” said one.
“He was leading all the way,”
added anolher,

Babies Popu

CHU LAM-The gurgte of sn
infan! sounds the 1ame in any
ianguege and louched the hearts
of piiratroopers in the 101t
Alrdborne curing Dperation
Wheeler wast of here.

Stafl Byt Arthur Jones,
’anmgton, N.C., was leuding
-giements of C Co,
{Abn), ¥nh Inf, toward a

~cluster of huls ndjnem o8
jungie ciearing when he heard
the zound,

“¥ knew it was & baby right

away,”" sald Jonex. I've gm
six kids of my swn™
Reslizing it could be a VC

trap, Jones moved hia furcr:
with caution. Remching the bhut
they found a mother and five
cm.{!mn, oune of them a chubby,

ind Ba.

gurgling buy of :boat six
months.

“We radiced back the report

and were lold to set
pefimﬂer and spend
night.,”" Jones ¢ecalled.

e paratroopers set up their
defensive positions, insuring ihe
mother and her children pro-
zecﬂon also. ‘

“Severai of the boyx decided
they wanied i0 share their food
with the family, especiajly the
baby boy.” said Jones. *Then
someane asked what conid a2
baby eat from & box of C-
rations?*

“"How about beelsteak with
iyices?” ssked Spec. 4 Dauve
Gray, Richmond, Callf,

" ab!ex don’t eal stuff Hke

ap =
the

“hruzh,” sald

r in Any War

that,” answsred mm “Th
eal mushy food ke chicken a
28’ Jones solved ths prob-

wouidhiumm mather

The paratroopers didn‘! gel
much sivep that night. <7 kept
hur:ng movement In the
Ple. Rsnzm B
Mu:dei Los Angelss. “Ev
tims 1'd check out the soun
¢ fingd some guy with s can of
Corations trylng {0 convince the
gu;‘ihqt ¢ iet him feed the

aby.”’

At davbresk, Jones moved
his parsirocpers oul, but ol
hefare they stopped in 10 take
another look at the drowsy,
Vietnumess baby.

mid Lowrie.
anything

CHU LA! . &n ambush man-

ned by psratroopers of the 10ist

Atrborne falled near hers re-
cently beécauss the Americens
were perchad an top of the
snemy.

A Co. of the 2nd Ba. (Abn).

ny Inf sef up an ambush
a!m:g 2 wett—aom iradl lesding

. -Up the side of & hlll. A secyrity
:alem: ss*u ahmkina the sm-

Life Saved
‘By Rations

CHU LAl — Ple Richard
Biggs. Vailejo, Calif,, never
will complaln about C-rations.
They sm.ed his life during Qp-
eration Wheeler west of here

Biggs. a radio lelephone op-
arator (RTO) with A Co. of the
snd Bn. {Abn}, 382nd Inf.. was
directing gunships as they pro-
vided cover for resudpiy heil
Copiers.

“We were bheing resupplied
ang -eﬂeéwis gniper fire at the
same time,” 3pid Staff Sgt. John
Juringky, Wsoroester, Mass.
“Blggs dide resiize ne was
ztanding in the path of one of
the resupply ehnpsers He hsd
his back o .7

Jurin velied, but the warn-
ing was wned in the roar of
the heiicopters.

“1 knew ’d never reach him
in time,” the acting platogn
sergeant said.

Quickly, he
{rations and

bbed a case of
urled it 18 Ieet,
gnocking down as the
heﬁcomer % 13 rotor bisde cut
the air whers the voung para-

Tunnel Found
Below Ambush

bush position for vulnerabie
1pails when Ple. Michael A,
Gerdine, Omahs, discovered a
tunnel.

“I crawied in with a flash.
light in ome hand and pistal in
the other,” he 3aid. *“The tuonsl
appearsd. smpty. but tracks on
tha floor indicated recent use.”

Gerdine sescched the tunnel
ﬁmr md d&memd what ap-
g,ea a irap-deor. “I

ked tkmngh the crack around
the dour and saw « pair of
knees.” said Gerdine.

Plat. Sgt. Nichis G. Alonzo,
Columbus, Ga., joined Gerdine
and ffted the door. A VC aurse
cowersd in the smgil opening,
Under questioning by tha ARYN
Interpreter accompanying the
paratroopers, she sald four Viet
{ong were hiding in the tunsel

Spec. 4 Robert W. Farguzon,
Wagoner, Ckia., jvianed the
sgarch. I no soconer eniered
whan § looked fo my left and
saw the V(7 xald Ferguson,
“One of them veached for iz
nistel helr 1 fred three guick
shats aad withdrew ™

Alonyy neaved m @ ;rwade

iliing twe. The remainisg es
my ssemsd 1o have sanw;rex.

Fergusan lound snoiher 20
trance 10 ine pomplex and was
fired on,

Ple. Richard A, Lutirel, Spr.
ingfleld, 1. entered the tup-
nal and worked hls v.si' toward
the stubborn enemy spotted
the Y€ and motioned them @
foliow me oui” sald Luttrel
“They started is g0 the apposiia
drection, My pistet chapged
their mind and they came cut.”

Further interrogation of ihe
nurse and twy wounded maies
revealed one of the snemy dsad
wae the Viet Cong Proviace
th‘GQ!‘Y

u-tmper um siaq:_i :

‘Go To It, Sargel’

Anokl!nshth
¥, Teyler

{0 iwirl ths hala Roep.

was too much lempistion Ter Stall Szt Jesse
syers, Fla. As the pictare shows—ihe 2
leader with c 0. of the 1st Eu. (Abay, TTth Iaf., st knew
{Photo by Swafl Sgt. Ari Campbsil)

T



