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Troopers Blast Viet Cong Trap

VC Mutt|
Fingers
Owners

DUC PRO—The loyalty of &
Viet Cong dog cost his owner
and three other enemy soidiers
their lives. .

Spec. 4 Antonio B. Cardom,
Dona Ana, N.M., C Co., 15t Ba.
{Abn), 327th Inf., was maintain-
ing surveillance ‘of & river bed
during Operstion Malheur 1I,
when he saw an snemy soldier
moving along the shore.

Plat. Sgt. Edward A. Birming-
ham, Rutland, Vt., and Cardon
moved toward the stream and
began so:rch!nn for tha enemy.

“] saw a slyingmxttoa
small tunnel,” Birmingham
;‘ar'r:lll flgured thers were people
nside

Birmingham yelled for those
in the tunnel lo come out.

Thoro was no response. The

do

gardon and Birmingham heav-
ed enades [nto the tunnel.

tll tarf Sgt. Roy Logue,
ville,

troopers.

ken the smoke cleared
away, 1 crawled into the tun.
nel,” said Logue, “and was I

uﬁur dead VC lay sprawled on
the tunnel floor.

VC Feigns
Priesthood

DUC PHO=Charlie Co. of the
1st Bn (Abn), 327th Inf,, was
ui'rimedmw nl ':“ their dcf:.né
sive position n Peppe
with sniper fire. As dawn broke,
a patrol moved out In search of
the bushwhacker.

Pfc David L. Cash, Venturs,
Calif., saw a man running
across a rice paddy with 3 weap-
on in his hands. ‘He was about
400 meters away,” said Cash,
“and 1 yelled ‘Charlle’. When
we opened flrc. the VC dived
Into a tunnel.”

Spec. 4 Willlam 8. MacKeen,
St. Louls, saw the enemy dis-
appear and began 1o~

ward the tunn “I was afraid
ho would get :way.“ MacKeen
said. “so 1 went in after him.
He was huddled in the back ol
the tunnel with his weapon, so
1 grabbed him by the neck and
dragged him out.”

The prisoner promptly de
clared he was a Buddhist priest
who had been taken cnptlﬂ by
the VC and forced to snipe at
Americans. However, during
quesuonlns he sdmitted he was

_ 8 Viet Cong and gave the names
of 15 other VC, plus the location
of bunkers and a rice cache.

Capt. Roger M. John, Sher.
man, Texas, company com-
mander, moved his unit to the
village, established defen.
sive positions and began the
search,

They found the rice buried
under the floors of the huts.

. Jr mid-day, I knew we had
found a mn}or siorage ares,”
said Capt. John.

The paratroopers extracted 10
tons o

rice which was
| to the rd\um at Nghh ‘il‘hh.

“That 8 C was a bouor proplm
than priest.”

Va.. joined the two parl- B
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Nlnh mn provi-e- Boy Scouts move sand for ceutnﬂln d
fshuﬂ them are parairoopers of the 10lsi Airberne and Co. B,

nﬂ".l"‘

(USAMW Clﬂ.' )

Mission Lasts 7 Hours

Dust-Off Wins on 3rd Try

DUC PHO -~ A recent late
afternoon MEDEVAC mission
turned Into a seven hour .
ance contest between a ‘'dust.
ofl’* crew of the #8th Med. Co
Alr Ambulance) and the Viet
ond durin Oponuon Malheur
IT west of

Answerin thc emaer ',cncy call
were WO pilots J
Willlamsburg, Vn.. and l"rank
F. Belferman, Anchorage, Als-
ska, and their craw.

Co. B of the Ind Bn (Abn),
121th Inf., was fighting its way
out of an snemy ambush when
the helicopter arrived. Enemy
fire ripped through the Red
Cross mar ked alrcraft.

Quickly the helicopter moved

out of range as crew chisf Spec,
3 Kenneth Lynch, Oxnard, Calif.,
Snff S obort Humplu-iu.

rl

Evans o.
ggn 3 Willlam Smlth. medlc
ecked the aircraft for dam.

a
?ho snamy lire had destroyed
the winch. Other bullets rico.
chetted between the pliots, dam-
the electrical panel.
they could not evacs

uate wounded Ilrom the dense
jungle without a winch, the
erew returned to their base for
another holl.ri;prctr;ll helicont

ag e helicopter
hovored over the site of the
wounded paratroo The
winch cable was down
wl:m cnortﬁr I& agam hlt ttﬁ:
chopper, this e strikin
otl cooler. s

The helicopter began to lose
power as the oll pressure fell

to zero.
“We had only two minutes to
find a place {0 land.” said

‘Doc’ Defies
Enemy Mines

DUC PHO (IM-IO)-Ftnd-
thcmnlvu trapped in

of lho
win Mrbomo tum'"

man thet could help utom-tlmr
prisoner.

Tiger Force. the reconnais-
sance platoon of the ist Bn
(Abn), 321th Inf., was taking a
VC prisoner in for Interrogation
when . 4 David McCleery,
Battie Creek. Mlich.. stepped on
a mine.

The oxplosion sent fear racing
through the troopers as they
realized they were In a mine
fleld. Thelr feet refused to
move,

McCleery needed help

“Hy better omont told
me to move,” sald Pic
Frank Kimmel, Santa Cruz,

. *I hesitated, then ran to
eClnry It was a miracle I
od the mines. God was on

mg sldo "
taff Janm Haugh, Terre
Haute, had the solution.
He dlroeud zho ‘prlsomr to Iud

the way. lot Con
was ln thoy

where he

walked, he po t out the
mines. “He saved us several
casualties by out ones
we'd never have seen,’' said

Haugh.

Shelton.

In the seconds remaining
alrcraft made it to . ﬁco
where the crew
smergency

“There were !amm in the
Neld when we came down,”’ re-
cailed Sheiton. “Minutes htar
the, S‘ opened fire on us.”

olton stayed at the radio

untll enemy machinegun fire
began nk!n; the downed chop-
per.

Darkness [ell on the five man
fighting for their lives.

or an

. Gunships plchdw th&l:
morloncy i
neardy infantry’ unit

rovidod security for
So wned chopper, whihShdton
and crew went back for 8 third

chopper.

“When you get thrown [rom
8 horse,” Lynch, “you get
back on. . W para-

troopers out there needed us.”
Once more the “‘dust-off” a
proached the battle area.
they received fire, but this
managed to lift out the toriwsly
tl_"or.uu’mi e Smi .u“un medic,
8 m as helicopter
flew to the medical clearing
station.
Lynch and Smith received
Purple Hearts for woundn they
had received In the ordeal.
Shelton’s only comment was:
“You can always count on the
ang ety why e ks e
's we
with the Screaming Eagles.
'guy appreciate the job you

DUC PHO—~Twenty-four hours
after a Vist ambush was
thwartod by the om Airbomc.

a&'" tmlrr.omor had bl:ton.

B Co. of the Ind Bn (Abn),
317th Inf., air-assaulted Into an
srea thcy previously had
searched ton Mal-

heur I, and t e the men

,.

knew exactly wherc they wers +-°

lOll}'g hegded trnllh {
“We hes 5 t for an
enemy base camp,” said Capt.
St, , the com-
pany commander.
With the third platoon 1ud|ng
the way, B Co. approached
dead tree across the trail, smnd
leader Sgt. Charles Romig,
Palmerton, Pa., notod the area
jooked mspiclous m wu an

absence of
vegetation Aroun? the trﬂ
“Be careful,” he warned

" mab Spec. lhaymondGo ro,
Detroit.

Twenty yards farther np the
trafl lay another tree the
same position,

“Something’s strange,”” Ge-
frere commented, “it doesn't

look ma;ﬁ?.h'
enemy rncd
Gdreu M:}.:t

mtoon hader and the

" ls!531. ﬁmm the dirt and
uad ©
qu Chico Boltru. platoon
cwllm:ty
e {0 as
radioed the rest of
platoon for help.
Plat. Sgt. Richard A.

leader,
and

Mo

the Ind

right flank and led the rest of
the platoon forward. uunwhnt.
4 Jesss Ram
. Callf., mov " his nro
telm to the lomr side of the
trail Into porltlons with

Romig's squad.
The platoon lesder could not
call in fire because the

3 nro tum moved 0
m."‘f&f i

rick'l rquads nndutbo ut
toon. T?«Iror they swapt thc
VCJ:u positions.,

Combat Vets
Take Charg

DUC PHO—L&. Cohoh Ralph
Puckstit, Jr., Calumbus, Ga., and
Gerald Manlius
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DUC PHOwThree ARVN stafl
gergeants were made honorary
Screaming Eagles here when
they received certificates signed
by Brig Gen. S. H. Matheson
commander of the ist Brigade.

The cectificates wers present.
ed to sergeants Luong Thien
Xuong, Tran Yen and Nguyen
Vvan Huynh, interpreters at-

Van Huynk.

tached to the 1813t Mbitary In-
telligence Detachment,

Xuong Joined the brigade in
October 1965, Yen was attached
to the brigade a month later.

$gt. Huynh has been with the
Screaming Eagles
brigade arrived in Vietnam, July
29, 1085. He is married and has
five chiidren.

The honored soldiers are: (lr) Sgt. Luong Thien Xuomg; Sgt. Tram Yem sad Sgi. Nguyen

Paratroopers Unearth
Enemy Weapons Cache

DUC PHO, — It had the ap-

arance of an Faster egg hunt

t the prize was a VC weapons
cache. i

Paratroopers of C Co., 2nd
Bn. (Abn), 503nd Inf., actln‘,on
information furnished by a Viet

Boy Scouts Help
Sidewalk Project

PHAN RANG —~— Vietnamese
Boy Scouts joined with Ameri-
can servicemen stationed near
here to build an outdoor play-
ground for children of this
coastal city, 173 miles north of
Saigon.

Paratroopers of the 10ist Air-
borne's Support Battalion, Com-
pany B of the fth Engineer Bat-
talion end representatives of
United States Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID)
assisted the scouts of Ninh
Thuan Province in construction
ofm ::h 500-foot c;mlaruudwalk.
w surrounds s playground
equipped with swl;ld‘l'. stides,
teeter-boards, and r equip-
ment bullt by the Americans.

The project. completed In 10
weeks, was celebrated in con-
function with International Ald

ceremonies which attracted
1. residents of Phan Rang
who Glnod in the observance
with US/FWMF (United States
and Free World Milltary
Forces),

Cong detainee., hacked their
way Lhrough the jungls to 2 hut
where weapons cache
was allegedly hidden.

“We gave the area a thor.
ough search,” said Staff Sgt.
Richard Jenkins, Vairice, Fla,,
“but all we found was a {lash-
light and a handful of docu-
ments.”

Repeated eflorts to gain more
deulf:; information from the
detaines proved [ruitless.

1. James M. Hayes, Santa
Fe Springs, Callf., sent out
search parties to scout the sur-
rounding ares.

“My squad was searching
north of the hut,” said Jenkins,
“when we stopped to isks a
break among a cluster of
rocks.”

Pfe. Willlam Teal, Aberdeen,
8.D.. lsaned back agmt &
rock to relax when | hand
touched something silck.

".gl. Sarge! I think I found
something,” he excisimed,
(ound 8.dirty poncho hiding on
ound a o ng an
83-mm mortar base plate.

“The guys were a3 axciled as
kids on an Easter egg hunt,”
quipped Jenkins. *

In_gl.l turning rocks over.”
paratrospers of the 101st

Ajrborne found a machine gun,

S§-mm mortars, sniper scopes,

ammunition, WA uniforms and

documents.

gwﬁ&ﬂ

Commandisg General .. .
Information Officer
The Scramming Begle Is on

It Brigode; 101st Airtorme Divition, RVN,

. . BGS N Wl
MAJ Bitly E. Spangter

Spreniad in Whis publicatien ers net necoweurily Tese of the Depertment of ine
o, oy

. Repretuction of oft melwriel other han toms i sutheriped.
B A e S T N s Y e
Circyiotion 3,00
OfMicer-in-Charge . .. ... .. . . ILT Barry C, Hans
Edier L 3PS William P. Singley

since the

Brigade Honors Vietnamese

The trio suppor!s the brigade
by iranslating documents. as-
sists n interrogation of de-
tanees., and VIP translators.

Capt. Clyde K. Gibson. detach-
ment commander. presented the
certiflcates in a recent cere-
mony, citing each of them for
outstanding support to the de-
tachment snd brigade.

Gunner
Adores
Mistress

DUC PHO — She's long, a bit
on the heavy side. but when you
touch her, she responds in a
tanguage evsrybody under.
stands, Her name is “Sap-
phire,” mistress of & machine
gunner in the 101st Airborne.

“Sapphire” iz an M-$0 ma-
chine gun, eoddied and cared
for by . ¢ Edward G. Ber-
ry, C Co. of the 2nd Ba (Abn),
3tTth Ink

“She never lets me down,”
says the York, Pa., paratroop-

er,

One afiernoon as C Co. was
moving through denss jungle, a
Viet Cong sniper flred an .
The faratrooper: gave chase
until they discovered fresh
bunkers.

“Keep an eve on the trall,™
satd Staft Sgt. David Blrois,
Skowhegan, Me., to Berry and
assistant gunner, Spec. ¢ David
Durante, 3an Benito. Tex.

“I could hear nolses In the
bushes,”” sald Berry. “'It sound-
ed like a squad or more of VC."

Suddenly an enemy soldter
came running toward them,

“Sapphire” purred a duel
}:Iuth urante’s M-16 as the VC
Two reconnaissance tesams
with = scout dog moved out,
sesrching for the enemy.
Reaching a8 bombed out clear-
ing. Plc. Santos Castro, Los An-
geles, cautioned the parsiroop-
ers to be alert.

Haifway across the clearing,
the dog stiffened. A volley of
enemy fire hit the dog handler.
Castro moved forward with Ber-
ry and Durante covering him.

*[ don't worry when Berry
and Durante are behind me.”
said Castro.

Moments lster. the three

ratroopers ran to ald their
uddies pinned down by enemy

fire,

“Sapphire’’ spoke with fnali-
ty. A woman slways has the
iast word.

W_ggtls Peace

Finest ARVN
I've Ever Met

By Spec. 5 Wiltlam P. Singley
DUC PHO ~— The heart of a
lion is concealed by the thin
frame and bright smile of an
ARVN soldier who is as lamiliar
in the 10lst Airborne as the
Screaming Eagle patch itsell,
Paratroopers swear by him,
love him and are proud to scrve
with him.
He is Stal! Sgt. Bui Van Ich.
Born in North Vietmam. Ich
spent his chlidhood years in
aiphong. When the Geneva
resolution partitioned the coun-
try in 19M, his glrllltl and their
sight children fed south to Sail-

gon,

Alter joining the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam, Was
sent to language school in Sal.
gon. English had been one of

Totals Released
For Matheur I

DUC PHO—The statisiics for
Operation Malheur I were re-
leased recently by military
;gokesmen of the 10tst Air.

rne.

The search and destroy opera-
tion west of here was the sscond
largest since the 13t Brigade ar-
rived in Vietnam more t two

earS 5,0. Enemy dead num-
red brinﬁns the total for
Matheur { and 1 to 878.
The largest contact for the
aratcoopers in Vietnam was
ration Hawthorne, conduct-
in June. 1988 near Dak To.
Enemy dead in that action num-
bered 321.

Malheur II began June 8 and
terminated at midnight on Au-
gust 1. It was the second op-

efmo?ol n;l:r Tms.t trgopen
since 9 orce Oregon
in I Corps. !ulheur I accounted
for 408 enemy killed.
Malheur H
Enemy Rilled (BCY . .. 470
POW (VC/NVA) .. . 53/18
l“)’ll!nm.., a}
Rice (tons) .. .. .188
Sailt (tons) ;%
K sﬁlz Soining O il
Enemy Killed (88) iy . 8T8
POW (VC/NVA) . 1|
Detainees . . . 863
Weapons .33
Rice (tons) .. . ....... 233
Salt (lons) . 133.1
Kill Ratio . 96tol
Tetal in Vietmam
Enemy Killed (BC) 4.1
POW (VC/NVA) . 524
‘pvemneu o :g:l!
eapons . . .

Rice (tons) . . . 14003
Kili Ratio 88101l

his high schoof subjects and the
new language course sharpened
his proficiency. When Ich gradu-
ated, he uested assignment
to the 101st Alrborne.

“I like the American air-
borne," said Ich.

In March. 1964, he became the
interpreter for A Co., Ind Bn
{Abn}, 582nd Inf,, and began one
of the most challenging years of
his military career.

“It was a good assignment,”
he recalled. “‘Being In the fleld
is important for me. As an inter-
preter I can save lives.”

Spec. {4 Johnny A. Castellano,
Brooklyn, agrees, explaining
that in an operation near the
Cambodlan border. A Co. ook
an NVA prisoner, Ich-questioned
him and learned [lour hesvily-
garmed NVA companies were
ahead, waiting to ambush the
paratroopers.

“We called in support.” said
Castellans, ‘“‘then cicsed in and
cut the enemy to pleces,

“Ich,”” he added. ‘“‘was the
hera of the daf."

$gt. Ich reveaied his couruge
and bravery during a battle at
Tuy Hoa when three VC broke
through the perimeter,

“Ich jumped up and gttacked
them.” remembered Lt{, Evan
A. Francis, Euclid, Ohlo. “Sgt.
Ich saved our company com-
mander's life. In my book, Ich
is the [linest ARVN I've ever
met.”

The slight Vietnamese warrior
Is modest about his combat ex-
periences. but strong in opin-
lons about the brigade. “If you
have to be in the Army, It s
best to be with the 101st.” he
says. “Tha leaders are hard
men in the fleid, but they know
what they are doing.”

Having contracted malaria
three times in the field, Ich has
been rastricted from combat as-
signments, and now works with
the brigade civil aflairs section.
In this position, he handles the
multitude of translations and co-
ordination responsibiiities be-
twesn American and Viet.
namess agencles.

Reflacting on the war that
pla his country, Sgt. Ich re-
vealed he has cousins who are
soldiering In the NVA.

“Some Vietnamess do not
know why the Americans are
here,” he said. I am giad they
ars. I do not like to th. but
sometimes you have to.”

When asked about his plans
for the future, he said simply:
“I look forward to bom‘ a
farmer. 1 want a simple life,
to be neither rich nor poor. A
life without war.”

Vietnam Extension Offers
Personal Benefits, Service

Belore a soldier shakés his head *'no" when asked !f he will
axtond in Vietnam he should {lrst consider exactly what extending

means.

Ths Army has created extension incenlives to encourage men

to remain in the cou . They
SPECIAL LEAVE: 3§ days of

re:
non-chargeable leave which does

not include travel time. Transportstion i3 at government expense.

EARLY RELEASE: Those who compliete & Vietnam tour and
have less than 90 days to TS are eligible for reiease {rom active
duty. A soidier may extend for any number of days to qualify

for this.
REASSIGNMENT:
couniry assignment hs may

1f one wishes to extend for a new in.
do so provided

he meets the require.

ments of the assignment. If the assignment is refused, the ex-

tension i3 not binding.

Promotion and financial benefits should be considered. USARV

has granted permission to promote
Army allocations. All pay and alio-

regard to Depariment of

E-1 through E-8 without

wances [or enlisted men, Including re-eniistment bonus. are lax

exempt.




VC Lifted—Feet First

Cong Yanks Cong

By Pic. Perry F. Ambrose

DUC PHO, (2/827-10) — In
day-long hide-and-seek contest,
paratroopers of the 18ist Air.
borne maiched Communist re-
sistance with American deter-
mination and won the prize—
feet first, :

The Fourth platoon of A Co.,
2nd Bn (Abn), 327th Inf., was
conducting sesrch and destroy
operations near here when they
saw six Viet Cong scurry Into
a cave. ‘

Quickly, ihe paratroopers
sealed off the front and rear
cave enitrances, and heaved
grenades Into the :dppronches.

Nothing happened.

Warily, Pfc. Vito Legari, West
1sitp, I;cn ,!sh;&k Y., ;nd
Spec. 4. e man, New
Castle, Ind.. entered the cave
from the front and rear.

Na trace of VC,

“We stood there for aqulite
some time,” said Legarl, “‘try-
ing to figure out where they
had vanished. As Burkman and

1 looked around, I stumbled on
something which turned out to
be a trap door.”

Legari and Burkman tried to
raise the door and fajled.

Ple. Fioyd W. Ply, Harrison,
Ark., jolned them in trying to
raise the door.

While the three paratroopers
pried open the trap door, ple-
toon members outside saw two
VC irying to escape from a
third enirance to the cave,

One got away, the other was
hit and fell back Into the cave,

Meanwhile, Legart, the smail-
est of the thres parairoopers,
tried to slip thru the trap door
into the tunnel.

“The Viet Coeng aren't any
bigger than [ am,"” joked Lega-
ri, “*but somehow they could get
through that hole and I
couldn't.”

Spec. 4 Danald R. Kinton,
Kreole, Miss., entered the cave
and the guartet began enlarg-
ins the hole in the cave floor.
Ince the hole was expanded.

In O-Deuce

C hampibns Lead

DPUC PHO-"The VC have us
in & hole, men. Let’s try a right-
end sweep with the mn! and
slack men flaring to flanks
for downfleld protection..

A statement like this Is what

Lee, Belmont,
title of ‘“*Mr. Stg-fn

years old.

“E day after I
wonm down to the cltg

Kinton, armed with a lghied
torch, crawled into the tunnel.

He saw 3 VC about to pull the
pin on a grenade. Kinton thrust
the burning torch into his face
::{d scrambled out of the tun-
The grenads was a dud.

Disgusted with the stubborn -

enemy, the paratroopars
dropped several gr inte
the wunnei epening.

When the smoke and dust
cleared away, one VC crawled
out of the hole and aurren-
dered.

Legari decided to enter the
tunnel for a look around, An
henem“dy bullet zipped by his

The paratroopsrs pulled back
to mnjgl m ts}t:tn . Third pls~
toon m In su
tactics they hoped m
:ihe stubborn enemy to surrem-
er.

A claymore was set off in the
tunnel opening.

The VC responded by throw-
ing out a grenade.

Another dud.

The prisoner was sent back to

‘Retreat Wins Battle

ol

PHO -
tacties paratreopers of
161st nede fosls of

1

H.?kas Fool VC
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Simple
y Operation

As paratroopers of the 101st Airborne
search out the enemy, another force wages
“that other war’~combating the suffering
and disease abiding In each village and
hamlet.

Here, Spec. 4 Robert Allman, Balti-
more, and Spec. 5 David A. Barmettier,
Omeaha, treat @ massive cyst which afflict
od this short-haired, elderly woman for
mere than 40 years.

She was only one of more than 100
persons treated that day.

The majerity of cases treated by 101st
Airborne medics stem from unsanitary con-
ditions. As a result, much of the MEDCAP's
time is devoted to instruction in personal
hygiens. '

Story by Spec. 5 William P. Singley
Photos by Spec. 4 James Lohr




