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Col. Collins Commands Tst Br igade

LRRP’s
Capture
Rocket

PHAN RANG -—

The

afterncon sun
J‘zeul. ¥ *unx

he .t.'r'z slow.’
The parair ‘é:‘)ii’? weTR
a‘s'zadsx niS  the enemy

wossing
posi-

uens. In :'otum. the VO 1 Nsed
a grenade ioward Hite. Mar
'inez and MafGull
Grenade'  yeiled Hite,
The explosion shailered the
staccalo beat of the automatic
weapons. Shrapnei npped

\nrough the ares Hite felt hut
metal slam into his back.

It knocked me completely
over. but | didnt have iimo 1o
think about {1, he said.

The ¥C abandoned the heavy
rockel launcher and fled behind
LRRP's
: ;Jm%s"ﬁ

@
panies.” said Hite
abie commodity to :M ‘v

-

Screammg Eagie Leaders

Col. John W. Collins HI, (lelt) outlines plams for the change-ol-command ceremonies held ar the

{orward base camp of the 1st Brigade, 1013; Airborne Division to Maj, Gen. ©.M, Barsanti, divi
Matheson. Collins took command of the brigade from

chmmander. icenter)

and Brig. Gen. S.I

Matheson, who moved 1o III Marine Amphibious Force (Il MAF) as chief Army adviser.

(Photo by dpec. 4 Ben Crextoni

Matheson Speaks to Troops

PHAN RANG — The distant
a helicopter and chase
Id be heard. The coior
flags of each unit of
the ‘sL Br‘ia e 1015t Alrhorne
Dw sion were at attention. Brig.
Gen. 5 H, Matheson, Los An-
eies. and Col. John W. Co
11, Demapolis.
the arrival of Mai,
Barsantl, commander of
101st Alrborne Divislon.
‘a‘l[“emn was relinquishing
smizand of the 15t Brigade. Ha
was moving o [II Marine Am.
phibious ‘Foree in DaNang as
Army adviser 1o Lieutenant Gen-
aral Robert Cushman, IT1 MAF
commander. He would return to
Fort Monrce. Va., a month or
two laler as Chief of Individual
Training for the Continental
Army Command (CONARC). He
iready had 13 months as com-
mander of the st Brigade.
Collins would be the new com-
mander
Saving guodby was difficult
far Matheson. but Collins step-
i o cemmand 'nada the de-
They had work-

spoke !
g - sorr}

be ".ea\-ing ihe

iroopers of this brigade.” he
sajd, “But I'm turming it aver
to an gid pro— Rip® Collins
“I've seen us fizht in th
of the four vorps areas in Viet-
nam this year We've fought the
enemy and won. This brigade
has the finest troopers of any
in any army, 8t any lme
‘Now we rgust forget our role
as a sopara( brluad.e amd joumn

unit,

Matbeson

vur sister brigade

he .Ul}l

glon

:I.r's.r\f Bina,.:
hig commaand of
Then the cerem
A silenge fuell o
as ihe 4 COMMe
mander through the
ranks, shaking hands with the
officers and men agsembled.

“Take care now,” he sald to
qne Lrooper.

“Keep up the good work.” he
told another.

Hard paratroopers would miss
the man they called “The sol.
dier's general.”

The general said a {ew more
hasty goodbyes and boarded his
waiting helicopter. Then he was
cireling the base camp. Helicop-
ter pilots, Capt, Thomas Church-
weil, Daleville, Ala., and WOl
Michael Jacobt, Martinsburg.
Mo., had equipped the aircraft's
skids with vellow and red S“'mj(e
streamers. As the ship ol

the area three t
colorful trails !n iis
As the helicopter oomed at
low level overhead, iroopers

waved goodby.

PHAN RANG = Col. John W,
Coling I, Demopolis, Ala,,
former deputy sommander aof
zlw ist Bnaalr‘da 15t Alrborne
. oo

he

deremony 8L U
cam

8!‘.3 Gen, B.H.

‘.!‘2} ¥

G M&ral
{

CO Honors
Sgt. Lee i

PHAN RANG - St ing
Lo aratrooper of 15t
Lal Alrborne 0T
v Bwgnee Star for

{sm and waa named "Wl

of the Week” by Col. Jabn

Colliins II1. brigade com-
mander,

Lee. & native af Annist tan.

Als.. is 2 squad {eader with th
reconnaissance platdon of ;?;e
1st Bn. {Abn}, 320th Inf.

While conducting Operation
Wheeler near Chu Lai, an ele
ment of the baitalion came un-
der intense enemy fire. Lee led
his squad in relie! of the pinned
down elsment, resuiting in three
Viet Cong killed and three weap-
ons—ean M-8 and twoe AK4T
riflles—captured

During the acy

”‘Ed"&(l
gn the
enemy ,m ons. I ting
two addillonal Viet Cong killed,
- -l




The Screaming Eagle

Prayr vk

Ma). {Chaplain} James J. Murphy. Montgomery, Ala., conducts _,méss for parsirsopers of the Jrd Ba,
{Abn), 508th Infantry. Father Murphy and his team of lour other chaplains visit troopers in the Tield
for church services and persesal counseling.

Editorial on Saving

Put Extra Money to Work

The December pay envelope
was swollen by the addition of
the pay raise given U.S. men
and women in uniform under
the Uniformed Services Pay
ACt wi 1987, made more wel.
come by the fact the pay boost
was retrogetive to Octobner
1967. By now. the *‘Christmas
bonus™” has been spent and the
holidays were that much bright-
er because of the added in-
come

All of us welcome extra
funds, however, nol just at
Christmas but at anytime dur-
ing the year. The only way most
of us can have the extra money
we would like for something
special is simply by saving it
—by putling aside some money
now for our fulure needs,

Regardless of how it is de.
scribed, i.¢. frugality, thrift or
go0d management of money,
saving a portion of your month-
ly Income 4s plain good sense.
The U8 government has
some very valld. sensible rea-
sons for waniing Armed Forces
members to save while they
serve in Vietnam. Chiel among
these are heiping to curb the
Now of gold from Amerlea afid
helping to curb inflation of the
Vietnamese economy.

But saving by an ndividual
is realiy a personal thing. There
are countless reasons why .-any-
one ¢an and should put aside
some cash on a reguiar basis. A
long vacation, golng to coliege,

. buying a new car, getting mar-

ried and buving a home are just
a few personal reasens. The
probiem {5 not finding reasons
to save but rather one of finding
the determination to save, That
is a personal thing alse.

Those who serve in Vieinam
are provided a number of ways
to save lheir income. income
which 15 greater than when sta-
tioned In the U.S. because of
hazardous duty pay, foreign
duty pay and the income tax
exemption. U.S. Savings Bonds,
ihe servicemen Savings it
?wgum, commercial banking
faciiities and several pay op.
tions available through ary
finance offices are part of the
over-all scheme.

None of lhese are of any
vajue unless those who serve In
Yietnam avail themselves of
the services offered. This mesns
the soldier, sailor, Marine or
sirman has to make up his
ming s avold unnecessary ax-
penses snd prevent wasts of his
money. Common sense? Cer-
iy Your pay is earned the
hard way and make no mistake
about it. You would not walk
up 1o a stranger on the streel
in the United States and hand
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him & 320 bill without making
sure ¥ou were getting some-
ihing for the value of your mon-
ey, Why do it in Vietnam? Why
not hold on to yous extra cash,
the money you do not need to
meet immediate: expenses by

saving it until you Ban spend L.

back in the TNS. whire ypu CAR
be certain of getling value for
the cash you hand out?

What s the best way 10 save?
By regular monthly deductions.
Determine what vour expenses
are. And no one expecis vou (o
serimp by. Be generous to your-
self but buy only what is needed
and that for which vou get value
in proportion lo cest. en put
the rest into Savimgs Bonds or
an allotment to a bank or some
similar plan. Once this is done,
live on what vou keep, It geis
io be a habit and habit is really
the key fo savings. You might
say, you can give yoursell a
bonus for the future - by adopt-
ing the savings habii.

Fabruary 14, 1948

Viet Cong Lose >
57 Base Camps

PHAN RANG ~— Operation
Klamath Falls, a brief search
and desiroy sweep conducted by
the 1st Brigade, 101st Alrborne
Division west of Bao Loe in De-
cember, showed the Viet Cang
were on the run in II Corps.

Fifly.seven base camps ware
destroyved. 158 enemy killed and
77 weapons capiured.

“‘The enemy base camps com-
prised. s complete system for
escape and evasion." sald Capt.
Gerald Wright, Decatur, Ga..
assistant intelligence officer for
the brigade. “We found 13 bat.
talion-sized, 21 company-sized,
11 platoon-sized and two squad-
sized base camps. “About %0
per cent of all bunkers In these
camps had overhead cover”
added Wright. “This Indicates
their need for proiection against
tactical air strikes and arti-
lery."”

he paratroopers found most
of the base camps deserted. but
many showed signs of having
been occupied 24 hours previ-

¥ had 8 good warning
system.”” said Ma). E. P. Gee.
sey, Altoons, Pa., ingelligence
officer for the brigade. “We
found hot coals in hasttly-extin-
guished fires, wet clothing drv-
Ing in the sun and food ready
far preparation.”

Food caches aiso were found.
Usually they were set away
from bunker compiexes deaper
in the jungle 1o avoid discov.
ery. Paratroopers found a total
of 101 tons of fice. three tons
of salt, 70 pounds of fish and
818 pounds of tes during the op-
aration.

“"Usually the base camps had
few supplies in them.” said
Wright. *'This implies two situa.
tions: the enemy is pooriy sup-
plied in this area. or, priority
for resupply is going to enemy
units in other arsas of Viet-
nam."”

The terrain was some of the
toughest paratrogpers of the 1st
Brigade have seen during thelr
wo and a half years In Viet-
nam, The heavy jungle helped
camouflage the enemy base
camps.

It was double and triple can-
ni:_y jung!!," sald Capt. John
Miller, ?m field, Mo., com-

8 Co., Ind Bn. (Abn).

mander o
327th Ind,

On December 8, he and his §
men fought their w through
dense jungle and overad a
large camp consisting of 14 huts
with firlng positions and bunk-.
ers,

“They wers set deep Into the
jungle oif a trail.’”" said Miller.
“That undergrowth is fine cam-
outlage.”

A highlight of the operation
was the discovery of a raspital
camplex by A Co. of the 3cd Ba,
cAbn}, 308th Inf. Capt. Thomas
F. Gafifney, Swalnsboro, Ga.,
and his parstroopers found 1,000
pounds af penielilln and also
ungarthed a cache of nine weap-
ong.

Alss found in the
were documents
operation of the L8M
Battalion in the area.
tlons were that ¢
had broken into
and . swught -ta av
Screaming Eagles

compiex
in

Other ant base ¢
warg | ring the
lwon,

On Decamber 3, Capt. Lyndal

e

Lagx ar

#r urk, Manilus. NY
the paratraopers of A
Bn. (Abn). $02nd Inf,
compiex with ¢ncugzh !

n December 2
A Wes
and C Co. 1s:
Inf., found 39 fortifie
and 12 camouflaged huts.
With the discovery of these
base camps, the Viet Cong no
longer can aperate safely in th

Breéa.

“We contacted the 186th,
kiiled 138 local YC and caprured
77 weapons.” satd Wright. “We
also destroyed the many base
campi and lamiliarized our-
selves with the trails under-
neath that jungle canopy.”

“The enamy had the advan-
tage because he knew the jun.
gle in the area.,” Wright added.
“He knew the ‘ruils and the lo-

LR ]
Maj). (Chaplain) James J. M
The men are members of the 1st

L]

+ Moalgom

W, (Abw), 337k Taf.

callon ¢f his base camps.

y Ala., gives communion W Mm in the lleld.

(Phote by . Al Wilson)
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| Helpin Hand for

Bud

Cpl. Norris N. Dabl, Concord, Calil,, pulls Ple. James A, McDonagh, Cogquitland, British Celumbis.
up 3 small waterfall during 3 recent search and desiroy sweep, Both paratroopers are members of the

1st Plat.. B Co., 2o0d Ba. {Abn), 3020d Inf.

{Photo by Spec. § Richard McLaughiin)

all sizes carrying everyihing
from ammunition 1o ice cream,”
saild Lt Wiillam K. Bergman,
F1. Monroe, Va., a cavalry pla-
toon leader,

The cavairy troop protects its
convoys with vehleular mounted
maerg:e guns and recoilless
riffes. Tactical air and helicop-
ter gunships reinforce thelr or-
ganle firepower when nesded.

‘Rat’ Finds Bomb

Scratch a VC

The sun was a bail of fire.
Daspite the smoldering heat, the
paratroopers of the 1st Brigade
were alert. Perspiration plaster-
ed their clothes to their bodies
and vines and thorns toré at
arms and {aces.

Pic, William J. Mercier. Pon.
tiae. Mich., was walking third
in the golumn. Suddenly a Vie
Cong appeared 1o his left, firing
a burst from his AK-47 rifle.

~T got off a hurst and he went
down,”’ sald Mercier. a member
of C Co.. 1st Bn. (Ahny 297th
Inf

The parairoopers moved in
the direction of the enemy and
discovered a benker complex.

“We tossed grenades in the
bunkers hoplg to find the VC."
sald Sgt. Jp'o?m Secott, Philadel.
phia en we gpotted him in
one.”’

Spe- 4 Gary Jones, Shawnee,
Okl watched as Scott tossed
asrenade in the bunker. Then,
«ith pistel in hand, Jones dis-
aspeared Inside. Soon he came
il carrying the dead tnsurgent.

Convoy Escort

Paralroopers of the ist Brie
gade. 1015t Airborne's A Troop,
ind Sadn.. 1Tth Cav. traveled
more than 1400 miles in three
weeks of convoy escort beiween
here and lhe brigade forward
base camp at Bag Loc.

“Wa have escorted vehicles of

gade encountered somethis§
new in a spider hole recently—
LD Lumbs hidden Ly the Viet
Cong.

The peintman of an siement
of the drd Bn. {Abn), 308th Inf.,
Ple. Coalie Brandon, spotted the
hole and passed word back to
Staff Sgr. Udo Taring, the squad
ieader from Milford, Conn.

Taring summoned Fvt, Wl
liam Young, New York, The tm.
nel rat had a job to do.

Taring tossed a grenade nto
the hole. Nothing happengd.
With flashlight and pistel, Yaun
iowered himseif into the tumnel,

“About 20 feet down the walls
became narrow.” said Yoang.
“Then I found the bamb.”

Climbing back out, Yousg in-
fortaed Taring of the flad Two
combat engineers of A Co., 326th
Enginesr Bn. tAbn.) lowered
themaselves into the unnel.

Pfe. Ernest Carpmter, Wild
wood, Fla, and Ssec. 4 Allen
Blair, Hrwﬁ!‘?’n, canfirmed the
lind and found a 2%-pound bomb

Screaming Eagle Briefings

A iunnel rat of the 1st Br!/

further into the tunnel.

Placing explosive charges a-
round the bombs, the engineers
crawled out. With the para-
troopers a safe distance away,
the engineers destroyed the
bombs n the tunnel,

jAmbush Kills 3

A patrol of the Ist Brigads
kiled three Viet Cong from am-
oush positions near s creek dur-
ing a recent search and destroy
operation southwest of hers,

The patrol of the 3rd Bn,
{Abn) 306th Inf. h been
searching for & water source,
knawe'toné the VClin the area were
in n of watér. They settled
into position and waited.

Night fell.

Pfe. William Schrayer, Akron,
Ohilo, first spotted the VC com-
ing down a trail to the water
hole.

"They were “carrying weap-
ons, supplies and field packs,”
said Schrayer. “There were at
least hulf a dosen.”

The para waited. The
YT rounded a in the trail,
gfamoaching the Screaming Ea-

es.

Pfc. John Burkett, Boston,
raised his M.T9 de launch-
e and fred the first man

in the column, killing him.
The other glrau'oopers %p&l’l'd
up and the VC turned and (led.
Pfe. Leon Davis, Toledo, Ohio,
and the other paratroopers ad.

vanced to check the trail. Three
dead

enemy wers found.

Hawks Search,
Contact Enemy

By Lt Charles Lovedabl
PHAN RANG—The morning dawned with its usual slow, hazy
heat, [t was the dry season in Vietnam. Dust was everywhere.

The paddies were vold of rice plants, the roads were powder, the

water wasg putrid and scarce. The heat was stifling,

To the members of the Hawks, the reconnaissance platoon of
the Ind Bn. [Abn.), 327th Inf., it was another day. Another chance
{or the 13t Brigade, 101st Airborne Division unit to hunt the enemy.
Today they would eat breakfast and move out. A Viet Cang com-
pany was somewhere in the nearby jungle. Finding it was the
misslon.

Sgt. James M. Dean, Newhern, N.C. and his point ¢lement
moved through the barbed-wire forrifications and Into the jungle.
Two other teams and the command section lollowed.

Dry rice paddles were crossed and the mountain ioomed ahead.
It was steep, bamboo grew almost 1o the top. The enemy were on the
ather side, beneath the jungle canopy which hid activity from
aerial observers. The Hawks moved along & trail. To esch man,
a turned leafl or broken: twig meant someone had passed there
recently.

- " 'Set Up for Nighi

They traveled all day through the dense jungle, That night,
camp wag made on @ high, rociy shelf. A spot completely sur-
rounded by dead bambos was chosen, No silent enemy could sneak
fnto the camp without being heard. Silently the perimeter was
established and sectors of fire assigned. The night guard was set
up while others heated water and food. The night would be spemt
in rest, : gl

The next day, the search comtimued, Across the mountain top
and into enemy territary. The ared sround the mountaln had heen
a lush vailey of orange and 1@ plantations, Unkempt orchards
looked like another forest. It was Hard lo imagine the area as a
place where French planters once iaughed, It was even harder
to imaglae the mouniain as the fwvoriie stag and tiger hunting
ground il 'ence had hesn.

.. Disgover Trail

At noon, Stafl Sgt. Ivan D, Donaldson, Commerce City, Cols.,
now ieading the point slement, discovered a high-speed trail. It had
been used recently. Debris was scattered—signs the VC weren't
concerned about being discovered. The Hawks moved on. Caution
was essential, Waik & few feet. Stop. Listen. Walk a few more.
Check a small side trail. i

Maps and compasses were checked. When contact with the
enemy was made, immediate reports would have o be radived 1o
higher headquarters. The reports had o be accurate. Every
ridge. gully and open area had to be plotted. :

Nerves were tense, muscles taul., Grenades were loosened on
harnesses for quick access. Every turn in the tratl wss 4 suspected
ambush site. Each had to be fanked and checked.

At 2:30 p.m. Donaldson halted the column and reperied to the
platoon leader. A complex of trails had been found, each running
down the mountain in a different direction. Donaldson’'s element
took one trall, while the sthers waited,

Donaldson returned. The trail had ended abruptly with no
signs of the epemy.

Enemy Ahead

The Hawks moved down the (rall once again. Suddenly a
movement was heard. It could be an animal—it could be the
enemy. The Hawks moved off the trall in ambush, The movement
was heard again, A human form In a grey uniform appeared,
Then another and another, Three North Vietnamese soldiers came
into full view, each with an AK4T automatic rifie. They wers
50 meters away.

The trail was stesp and the NVA had their heads down, laboring
with the tough climb. Slowly they climbed closer and closer. Forty
meters. Then 30. Then 20. All Hawks were ready. Just a bitle bit
closer, each man thought to himself.

Now the enemy was 15 meters away, but the second two were
partiaily hidden by @ slight rise in the ridge iine. The lead
enemy soldier looked up. A Hawk weapon bucked four times,
killing the enemy. The other two [led.

Quickly and carefully a search was made of the dead enemy
and an element followed the other twa down the trail.

Call In Ariillery

As the Hawks moved down the wall, it became siicker and
wider—signs large forces had been using (t. The enemy base camp
fay just ahead and the Hawks retraced thelr steps back to the
ambush site. A hundred NVA were too many for the smaller
reconnalssance force. The Hawks moved back 350 meters and
called in artllery.

The first rounds exploded on target. The Hawks could hear
the shells screaming overhead.

Recelve Enemy Fire

The paratroopers began o move out when iwo enemy automatic
weapons opened up from a tree line. Five more enemy weapons
began fliring and green tracer rounds wildly filled the air. The
Hawks returned the fire. A single shot could no longer be heard.
Just gne loud noise.

The order to pull back was given. The Hawks couldn't allow
themselves to be boxed in by the larger enemy force.

The point element led the way, killing two more enemy as they
cleared a path through the jungle. Another element covered the
rear, placing a wall of M-18 fire behind them.

For 400 meters they moved. Dusk was approsching snd the
Hawks had to reach a defensive position by nisl::?a%l. They reached
the area where they had camped the night befors. Then they
called ardllery flra on the site of their last contaet with the anemy.

A report was radioed to higher headquarters. Crders for the
next day were to link up with Company A and search the same
ares—ihis time with more fighting strength. The reconnalssance
mission was over,
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A Paratrooper’s Eye Reflects...

. . . Children

PHAN RANG-Thess ars the foces of Vietnam
... groups of children . . . a sister and brother . . . a
boy becoming o man.

Paratroopers of the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division take time to stop. They lock. Thay ponder. They
recall othar methers and children . . . sisters and broth-
ars . . . bays bacaming men.

The present and past are different.

They recall mothers and children living peceafully
. sisters and brothers playing safely . . . boys—
pausing before becoming men.

The poratroopers smile . . . ~alk on . . their
promise renewad for a world where a boy can step
time for @ moment . . . before bacaming a man.

{Photos by Spec. 4 Ban Croxton and Pfe. Jarry Berry)

PR T

...a Boy...a Man



