6,000 Kills Since 1965

Operation Klomath Falls Reaches 103

PHAN BANG — Enemy [osses
for Operation Klamath Fails
numbered 103 desd and 49
individual @and crew-served
wenpons captured after lhree
weeks of combat. Klamath Falls
15 the 24th major operation and
4t tactical move of the bri-

gaida.

Brigade officlals also an-
nounced the lotal pushed the
enemy losses since the 1st Bri-
gade arrived in Vietnam on July
29, 1065 o more than 6,088

esl contact of the
wch and ‘desteoy sweep 1D
miles northesst of Saigon came
when A Troop, st Sgdn., 6th

Cav., under the operational con-
trol of the b izade, engaged 30
Viet Coog In the second week
of fighting. Twenty enemy were
kllled in the contact.

Later in the same day, pars-
troepers of C Co., 1st Ba. [Abn).
3Mh Inf, discovered s
camp of huts, bunkers, b.umah.
mess facilities, varfous articles
of clothing and documents,

The brigade’s total number of
kills In Vietnam was lneressed
greatly by Operation Whesler's
1.105. On the eve of the bri
gude’s departure from I Corps,
the Americal Division  com-
mander, Maf. Gen, 8§, W, Koster,

xpressad his rf.-c.nuon to the
hrisade for n well done:

““When you kﬂmd the divisian
on May 8 1967, the southern
portion of T Corps tactical gone
‘was under grave lhreal [rom
enemy foroes ocoupying the
mountalnous regions west ol
Due Pho. The enemy had begun
ihe [inal stages of a drive o
divide South Vietnam st that
paint.

“Yaour mii@a_tﬁ's and aggressive
actien on Madheur 1 and O
decisively reduced the enemy
threat and resulted in  the
destruction of significant por<
tiong ol the enemy's combat

capability,

"Yc:‘u mnh.l!.:qued this [lne
record in aul uenl operations,
repeatedly meeling and defeat-
ing the enemy in some of the
most dilficult terrain and under
some of the most adverse battle
conditions to be found In Viet-
nam. Yeu can take pride in your
achievements for ihey are In
kzepl.ng with the highest tradl-

5 of the American [fighting
men

“As lhe maneuver bri
the divtalon you repest

de of
v took

‘the battie {o the enemy's hase

areas and have been instru-
mentzl in driving the main force

units both from the Chu Lal and
Due Pho areas of operation.

“You have achieved success
beyond expectation in every
endeavor, Your dimniuuhed
accomplishments reflect great
credit on yourselves, and have
added o honors of your ai-
ready famous unit

“As you leave the Americal
Divislan for other baitle areas
I wish to express my sincere
apprecistion to eaeh of you lor
the gallant end vallant serviee
vou have rendered to the divi-
sion and lo the cause of free-
dom for the Vietnamese peo-
ple."

Troops
Rescue
‘Mot

PHAN RANG (4/327-10) —
Hight-year oid Mot a Vietham-
2ge boy from & hamiet near Chu
Lal, is NEU‘,)OI‘EW in & hospi-
tal bed at the 1st Marine Hos-
pital &fler he -vaa caught in a
firelight between paratrodpers

of the st Brigade, 101st Ale-

porne and Viet Cong.

No cne really knows his
name. The paratroopers dubbed
him Mot becouse It means
“Number One.” He was just a
youngster who found himself in
the wrong place at the wrong
time. Fla mother was killed by
the Viet Cong earlier this i
His father Is a member of the
Army of Vietnam (ARVN) fight-
ing the enemy.

Mot's jaw was ghattered by
& bullet as he hid in & hut when
paratroopers of the Znd Plat,
4 Co., Ind Bn. (Abn), 32Tth Inl.,
drove awey the VC. Spee. 4
James C. Harris, Phnenlx'

Ariz., lound him.
"He was a small, pathetic
Agurs." said Harrls. "“Ceriainly

not ene ol those T would like
to see pay [or thls war”

Mot was evacuated to the bat-
tallon command post where
ha). James J. Waldeck, execu-
tive officer from Leavenworth,
Kan,, placed the boy in 8 hei-
copltr to the st Maring Hospi-

In the meantime. the Ind
F at, was taking & collection [or
the boy's needs. More than &3
was collected in iess than anm
hour,

After the Screaming Fagles
lel! the Chu Lal area and Initiat
ed Operation Klamsth Fails in
“IL Corps, L1 Cal, Robert Yerks,
battalion commander from
Cornwall-on-the-Hudsen, N. Y.,
recélved the [ollowh Iatter
Iram Lieutenant W.H. Petrl, a
Navy doctor at the 1st Marine
Hm tal:

. As you know, Mol was
8 wry sh.v. frightened Uttle el
low, bul as he grew used to us
here and threugh the visits by
your men he became very ouf-
‘golng.

1 operated on him and for-
tunately {1 was successiul, His
poit-operative period was tough
as iy weuld be lor w child s
age, but he recuperated quickly
and within a week was & regu-
lar visitor to our Officer’s Club.

“During the next two weeks
his healing progressed and at
thal tme arrangements wers
made for his discharge 1o the
C:thul.le orphansge

“On Dombw 7. Mol was
woll and discharged from the
hospital to live i the orph-.n-
irﬂd—l well, bright and happy
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Close Call

Pfe. Ventura Leak, New York Ciy, holds an M-T9 round which defieeied am enemy bullél from his
leg durleg & recent operation, Leuk is a member of Tiger Force, 1st Bn (Almh 327th Inl.

Lucky ‘Tiger’

to by Spec. 4 Ben Croxton)

M-79 Shell Deflects Bu"et

PHAN RANG -~ RBig game
hunters know it takes skill and
cutning to stop a tiger. The
szme s true of Lrying to stop 2
Tiger from 1st Bn, (Abn), 237th
Inf., 10ist Alrborne Division,

During a recenl aperation
north of here, element of
Tiger Force, a reconusissance
unil, moved cautiously through
the lush ungle toward a cluster
of huts nestled In @ ¢learing,
Smoke curled up from the huts
into the misty morning air.

Bguad Mosewvers

Sgt. James R, Barnsit, Loret-
ta, Tenn, mansuvered his
Iorces to cover both entrances
to the tranqull comumunity, Ple.
Dennis Evans and Ventura
Leak, both from New York City,

approdached one entrance while
Barneti's element covered the
other.

Suddenly lwo VC dashed out
of & hut, thelr weapons blazing,
“T yolled for my men not to
fire because the VC were run-
ning toward Evans and Lsak,'
sald Barnett. "I didn't want 10
risk wounding one of owr own
men.”

Evans Opens Lp

Evers, a maching gunner,
saw tha two VC running towurd
him. “When { opened up, it re-
ally surprised those two
‘Chariles,"” Evans said,

As Evans and Lesk dropped
the two [nsurgsnts, a third came
out of another hut, weapon Ia
hand.

‘T could see at

' said Leak. “'I'i-m I ieit a

hard slap aqn]mt my leg and 1
went down

Nn Blood
Spec. 4 David Cousey, San
Antonte, a Tiger Force medie,
ran o a*ﬁ the lallen pnrattmp-
er. 1 couldn't see any blood, so

Cousey searched through Leak's
r.rminr pocket HI-;H
“T fousd an grenade
round,’” sald Cousey. "It had a
dent in the side of the
whare the bulist hit snd

atad,
The Tigers gathered around
to congratulats him on his
luck, "It wam't & bad morn-
ing,” said Barnetl. “Three com.
firmed VC and a brulsed Tig-

ar.

5|

: Suﬂdsnl} hie wag

Squad
Claims
Two VC

PHAN RANG (1/327—10) —
Two VC were killed and thelr
weapons captured by paratrosp-
ers of the 1st Brigads, 100st Ale
borne Division during Operation
Klamath Fails southwest of here
when the Americsrs embushed
the Insurgenis,

Throughott the morning,
‘iree 4 Marco Vega, Queens,

Y., guded his pxatom frum

B Ch. af the lst Bn, (Abnj,
327th Ind., through dense foilage.
For six ?sa“.r.; he hacked & trail
through  the bamboy thickels
and ail oelaphant grass. When
he dpproavhed a clearing, Vega

wf the piaoon and cailed
far & rectanalssance element to
mv&st&gnu the area.
the parmtrooper forcs
-d:e& toward the perimeter of
the ciearing, intense snemy au-
tomatic weapons ilre hroke out.
Uninjured by the initial burst,
Wga sprayed the ansmy posi-

3

slammed
azuinst g tree,

“I pulled oif my :'zcksack to
see where I was hil." Vegm re-
calied. I found the edga of my
rucksack f:ama splintared by an
snamy round.!

‘ues.l can:inu!d 10 flre on the
cencealed enemy as other para.
troopers moved forward.

Ple, Jnsebgﬁl.add Knoxville,
Tenn., a machine gun
and lai down a withertng bar-
rage fire as Lt Jeffery
F’!er.cim'. Walla Walla, Wash.,
maneuversd his platoon arcund
the clearing and called In actil-
lery support.

As the ariillery lifted, Fletch-
er's platoon swept and secured
the vacsted enemy ares.

A short dlstance awsy, mem-
bers of the 2nd Plat occupied
blocking and ambush tions.

Onario  Fomo,
Colo., had ponilionad his squad
xhnn he saw two VC approach-
ing from the srea where Fletch-

Romo's zﬂd felled the In-
surgents with & i burst and
h:. moved mﬂmmm b
their we?rnl w the squi
covered Romo
neared ona body, enemy
raised his weapon o fire, The

ratrooper sguad silenced him

ore bhe could on their
squad 2

New Aide to CG

PEAN BANG—IL John Me-
ht, Tnm Gl.. former
Il&r of tha Hawk reconnals-
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Packages Brighten
Christmas in Field

By 386 Al Wilson

PHAH RANG -~ Christmas
came many times for paratroop-
ers of the 1st Brigade, 1014t Alr-
borne Division during Operation
KElamath Falls southwest af here
as the Screaming Eagles gave
priority to distribation of mall
and packeges to [Iront line

troops.

Such a Christmas bagins when
a radio operator yellss “Pop
smokei” Eyes strain and search
the sky for the dot that means
mail and supplies are enroute.
A mesaage from the helicopter
Identifies the smoke. Sacurity
arpund the landing zone (LZ)

tightens as_the atrobpers
awalt: the des g alrcralt
and ity cargo.

Dust, twigs and leaves churn
as the chopper seitles o the
ground. A cheer rings the air
when the men see the sacks of
mall, hot food contalners, hags
of clean clothes and cold drinks.

A home-like warmth settles
over the jungle as the parcals
and envelopes are opened. Some

move the paper from packages
of various sizes. Others read
alowd lettars and cards, Homor
ous Hnes are emphasized and
repaated after 3 “hay, lsten to
this one!”

InC C& of the 2nd Bn. {Abn),
3Tth Inf, Pfe. Tony Luckis,
Miamt Ariz., recelves a pack~
age from is Uitle sister which
contalns 3 palr of socks, 8 can
opener, dried fruit aod an as
sortment of candies snd nuts.

I got = cefles poi, & pound of
voffes and three pounds
candy.” shouls Ple. Jall Ak
bacauskas, Sunnyvale, Callf,

Bitting at one stde of tha
wi:iizn! group iz Pfe. Robart

Gailegos, Denver. He holds
a mmm card and teter from
his wife, "1 live day 1o day o
hear from home,” he says.

Ha's typlcal.

xarty gackai« from next-afs

uddies lost in baitie
arrive too.

“There's a groat feeling of
ride when we recsive letters
rom those lamilies,” sald Plat
8gt. Lewlis B, Larry, Chicago.

men talk excitedly as they re-

Jungle Folqge

Three purairoopery (lolt to right) Pfe, Vieeeni Cheatham, Meberrie,
¥a., Ple. Paul 5. Klog, Grants Pass, Ore., and Ple. Loonie Jumes
dr., Blakely, Ga., move down u jungle path urring n recent opers.

Hon.

{Phota by Saff Bgt. Art Campbell)
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River Lookout

Pic. Eric W. Johnsen, Jacksooville, Fla., maintaing surveillance overlooking a river southwest of bere
during Operation Klamath ¥alls, Johasen is # wember of B Co,, dnd Bo, (Aba), 337k (ol

{(Phote by Stall Sgt. Al Wilsan)

Three States Enact Bonuses
For V @tnam War Veterans

mmiua mlfva duty
mmm discharged veterans
and surviving sestoli-kin, range
up o B1000:

In 1388, llinols suthorized
payment of 3180 to residents
with mﬁw duty tours on or al-
ter Jaoumry 1. 1981 and who
earned the Vietnamesa Servies
Medal. A serviceman must also
prove m t he resided in Ilinols
the mv vr;mdmz “his

day minimuom. The minimum
residance requirement for eligl-
bility .is one year befors entry

into Service.
Next-ol-kin receive the
survivors' boous if the decessed

&?mnd&rgﬁ.mﬁruh °ﬁu‘§'
performance Lary \
Grandehildren and parents
myst have been Hving In the
siate nne year prior to apply
for the benefil, In the event lhe
serviceman was unmarried, his

parenls receive the honus.

Survivors of honorably dis
charged veterans will be paid
in accordance with the span of
countable service. The maxi-
mum benelit to surviving next-
of-kin is 380,

Clalm forms are avallabis
from the Olfice of the Treasur.
er, Vietnam Bonus Division, 13
Lewls St., Hartford, Conn. $§113.

deadling for fillng ia three

onectsd rauses sven i

if the servi received

serviceman had

wme bonus prior te his
Claim forms are  avaiisble
from the Illinols Vaterans Com-
migsion, 231 W. Jefferson Ei.,
Wn;rmd I, 62708, The dead-
tne s July 1, 1970.

Loulsigna passed a bill grant.
ing a $380 bonus 1o stale resi-
t!mts who sarved in the Viet.
nam combat area between Ju
1, 1988 and the end of the Viel-
nam campalgn. Howaver no
payments will be made unti the
hostlities terminate,

The !.mh;:n:ﬂ '{:II.I containg a
survivors’ ben ent of
31,000 to unﬂmrrmm widows,
children under 18 and parents
of servicomen (In order of eligl-
bility) who are Vielnam casual-
ties provided the daceased was
a qualifted resident of tha siate

rior 10 his enlry into the armed

Ciam forms may be scquired
from the Loulsiana Departmeant
of Veterans Affalrs, Vistnam
Bonus Divulon Old State Clpl-

!oa. Baton Ro s.
'113’ ca lmrwmn in
the world since January 1, 1084

will earn Connesticut residents
a $10 bonus for each month of
aclive duty, with a 300 ceiling.
To collect while on active duty,
tha servicaman must have at
least 38 months of credited sarv-
ice while honorably dlseharged
yveterans may collect whataver
bonus Is due them siace the es-
tabiished base date with a $0-

«

¢
i
™)
13
g

years after the and of the war.

chats with 8 wio of Viet

m-..

tl!--lﬁlin Hood siyle. Roe s
i Bm, (Ai-}. Inf,

(?hau by Spee. 4 Bes Croxtom)
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The Sersaming Eagle

Tiger’
Recalls
‘Charlie’

PHAN RANG — Twenty-year-
old paratrooper Spec. 4 Richerd
W. Ammons, High Point, N.C.,
held his bandaged arm up and
pointed lo his burned fingers:
“The san-of-a-gun who shot me
was four fest away,'”

Ammons leaned back om the
4nd Surgleal Hospita! bed at
Chu Lal, Ut a cigerette and re-
called the alternoon he scorsd
an enemy kil in Operaiion
Wheeler,

“It was & clear, warm after-
noon end elght of us bhad been
moving along without findin
any sign of ‘Charife. " he xal
Y1 was walking point for the
patral and stopped when I came
to a ¥. I looked srnund and
didn't see anything when thiz
VC Isaped up frnm behind a
bush and flred.”

The nmmr buliet crashed
:hruugh ihe handguard of Am-
mons’ M-8 rifle, entered hia
left wriat, cut scross the top of
the bone and went out above
the eibow,

“It didn't knock my weapon
out of my hand,” sald Ammans,
“1 jerked my rifle sp and fred
a full magazine Into ‘Charila.’ "

Ammon's slack man, Spec. 4
Dallas Rogers, Lansing, Mich.,
lunged forward, grabbed Am-
mons snd dragged him back.
Pfc. Harold Fischer, San An-
tonio, Tiger medic, helped Rog-
ors get Ammoos behind n dike
and began bandaging the
wound.

“Fischar kept talking to ma,”
sald Ammons, changing pus!‘
tions on the hospital bed, "X
don't know what he said. He
Just kept laiking, telling me 1
was golng to have it made In
the hospital, maybe even ga

& to the states. He just kept
talking as he gave me g shot
of morphine. Fischer is the
groatest.”

Ammons, who recently ex-
tended for snotber six mouths
with the Tigers, looked at hix
arm and the powder burns on
his {ingers; “You know, de-
_ pending on how long it inkes

this hand to heal wp, 1 might
axtend for another six.”

Ammons received his third
Purple Heart for ihe wound.
“Of course, 1 could go home
and quit,” he sald. "T've done
better than my dad in World
Wll.r M. He was wounded only
twice."

Troopers
Get Cards

PHAN RANG — Tha bri
Christmas cards were dis
ed to paratroopers prior to the
Decem 13 mailing deadline
i::;;mmndad by postal offf-

but-

The distinctive card was de-
signed by Epec, 4 Jamea Lobhr
of the Information Office, Stalf
ell, & com-

tograph o

‘houetted lnimt. the eve
tky. Both men have comple
their tours In V'ninm Lohr i3

! bﬂ;:sr h?:;r st FL Bragg,

glamell has been
tuisnod to Germany.

A total of 40,000 cards were
buud to members af IM

g h' the &1 uctl
W:m-

bary, Com .
b a8y sarved an project

Firing on Fleeing 'Charlies’

Paratroopers of the Lsi Bu. (Abs), 327th Inl, eognge NVA soldiers fleelng across @ valley during a recent operation.
{Pholo by Sgt. Hob Chambers)

Unexpected Danger

Some Booby Traps Require Two Checks

PHAN BANG — Two Minnes-
poiis paratroopers In the 1Gist
Alrborne Jearned suspectad
booby-trapped objects require a
double investigation,

During Operation Wheeler
north of here, C Co. of the st
Bn. (Abn), 327th Inf. approached
& suspected Viet Cong village.
They decided to give the area
a careful search.

“In one of the huts I ssw a
rucksack tucked up in the

rafters,'" sald Ple.

KRottke,

Aware of booby-traps, Kotike
warned other paratcoopers to
stay away while he snd Ple,
Maurice Northrup investigated
the pack.

“We tied a rops o tw ruck-
sack, walked back a safe dis-
tance and yanked it down,”
Northrup said.

Nothing happened,

Cautiously the Iwo men ap.

Arthur

achﬁd the rucksack, careful
probed it and then opensd it
“Wea found twg NVA uniforms,
2 poncho, underwear, a mass

klt..nci reits lighter and a
&2 &hKnnke. “A

roumm n in & unlform
pocket had ‘Haaol' Inscribed on
the birmé

The tw ratreopers carcled
the ru to platoon leader,
Lt, r.'fﬁihn g, S&alue

r booby-
traps?” iqka& the ueuaenmt
“I sure did, sir,” said Koltke

Bosco and Friend

l-w.l German shepherd dog with the (nd Tof. Plat. (Boout Dog), leads bis bundler, Ple. Blanley

llne&

Des Molnes, lowa, ever a tralning hurdle 3t ibe ferward base camp. Rosch und Boseo

bud a day off from walking polst for 8 Screaming Eagle pisiooa.  (Phelo by Spec. ¢ Ben Croxion)

reaching into the rucksack to
pull out the uniform.

HEottke yelled, yanked his hand
out of the pack and dropped it

Northrup asked what was
Wwrong.
“There's samething in there,”
Kottke said.

Northrup &mplied the pack
and shook out a scorplon.

Viet Cong
Ambushed

PHAN RANG (1/097-10)=Two
Viet Cong collided on a trail
southwest of here and triggered
8 m& ambush by mralrwpors

ist Bri 101st
borne Mon ms
Ple. Da'rid C, Thompson, Bal

timore, {eit the cold sweat roll
down his face as 8 VC poiniman
alked down the

As_‘ ".I‘.l'mmpm 'nuahod t{a::
callided wﬂh the polniman,

Thelr bodies and uipment
thudded in the night alerted
other members para-
trooper {oree. Thom openad

the insur.

recovered a vmd, co
documents from the
B We never did ‘nrn haw

and

(] I I never fo i—ihlt
saund those twe ‘Charlies’
bam or."
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Ple. Charlie Jones, Ch

Ca"ing fo

a

a radio-lelenh

Rang.

I ']
r ‘Redleg
¥a., operater
{Abn), $i2nd Inf., radios for artilfery support during Operation Klam

with A Co. ol the Ind Bun.
Falls soulhwest of Phan
(Phote by Ple. Robert Mosey)

)
ih

10,000 Strong

Division Lands at Bien Hoa

BIEN HOA—The 2nd and $rd
Brigades of the 10ist Airborne
Division arrived here recently,
joining the lst Brigede which

hias been Mghting In Vielnam
alnce July, 18

5, The arrival of
the two brigades of Screaming
Eagles tame ss part of the most
recent troep bulldup in Vietnam.

Maj. Gen. O.M. Barsanti com-
mands the divislon. He was
greeted by General Willlam C.
‘Westmoreland. The Screaming
Eagles were iransported to Viet.
nam by Alr Force C.141 sircralt-
une of the largest airiifts in his-
tory. More than 10,000 troops
and 14,000 fons of basle combat

¢quipmant accompanied the
iroaps.

Surface transportation sche-
du'ed Ty the iary Ses Trens-

Bus Coup
Jolts Two

PHAN RANG (3/306-10) — A
small task force of paratroopers
lrom the ist Brigade, 101st Ale.
torne and Vienamess National
Poilee knocked out m Viet Cong
tax collection point oo Highway
1 south of bere recently.

Included in the task force ware
mambers of A Troop, 2ad Sqdn.
(Abm), 17th Cav., the 101st Mill-
tary Police Plat., the 1815t M-
tary Intelligence Detachment
and the Currahes Shock Force,
recormalssknce elament of the
3rd Bn. (Abn), 508th Inf.

The paratroopers borrowed a
bus from local residents and
proceded down the highway to
wird the villags of Ap Vinh Hao.

About 2,000 yards short of ihe
suspected collection point, two
Viet Cong stepped onto the road.
The paratroopers leaped off ihe
bus with weapons blazing. One
VC was Liiled and his WEBDGA
eaptured. The other Med into the
denss underbrush beside the
road.

portation Service brought In
some 20,000 tons of suppiles and
equipment ahoard five ships,

The 101st Alrhorne Division
was activated at Camp Clei-
borne, La., on Aug. 18, 1049,
During World War I7, the divi.
slon participated in the Nop-
mandy invasion. Nearly 7,000 of
fcers and men parachuted Inio
scenpled Franee to clear the
way for the dth Infantry Divi-
slon's successful Utah Begch in-
vasion

Latgr the Sereaming Eagles
parachuted lntg Helland In the
war's largest airborne operation,
Their mission was to secure and
hold the southern third ol a car-
ridor from Eindhover to Arg.

tweim,

Then the troopers held the
town of Bastagne, stop the
Germen thrust toward Brusssls,
Surrounded by troeps from elght
German divisions, the Scream-
Ing Eagles heid out. After a
week of heavy fighting, supplies
wera low. Then drops from C47
alrcraft were mads and the
paratroopers  counter-attacked,
driving the enemy off. Later the
division heiped drive the enemy
back Into Germany

Alter World War II, the divi.
slon was deactvated, Later it
Wwas used as a training unit and
In 1858 !t was re-activated as a
saif-sustaining lighiing mirborne
wait,

Troop Maintains
Teletype Syste

PHAN RANG — Two pars-
lroopers stood poised over the
lelelype machine. Their efforts
o repalr il had been In vain.

VC Killed
By LRRP

PHAN RANG—A 1st Brigade,
ibist  Airborne paratrooper of
the Long Range Reconnaisssnce
Platoon (LRRP) miffed out and
killed a Viet Cong southeast of
here recently during Operation
Rose,

A LRRP team had found blood
Iratls while searching an area.
Tha trall led parsiroopers into
gmgkmup of huts surrounded by
T shelves and indented with
tunnels and caves. Clothes cov-
éred with dried blood lay seat-
tered around the area.

Sgt. Willam D, Scanlan, Day-
lona Beach, Fla., and three
other troopers provided security
while two team membersy
searched the area. As they mav-
ed into position, Scanlan detect-
ed the familiar odor of fish and
sauce that [lled the air.

“T turned to one of the guvs
and told him to be alert,”
sald, ‘“The smell mesnt that
someone was in the sres.”

Scanlan lurned sgain to trail
watching and saw a Vist Cong
fleeing,

“I could see the medlcal sup-
piles he was lrylng 10 save,”
Scanlan sald. “He didn't realize
I saw him and ren.”

Scanian  squeesed off

rounds. The ensmy fell dead.

Elements of the 3rd Ba, (Abn),
Sdth Inf., laler searched the
entire ares. Discovered was s
hospital complex designed for
13 patients.

“Ge gt Rod," one trooper
said. “He's the only ome who
can fxit.”

“Rod" is Spec. 4 DNonald V.
,» Boston, the oniy rele-

type expert assigned to the 1st
Brigade, 101st Airhorne Diviston.

Roderick was iralned at the
Ft. Garden, Ga., Signal Sehool
where he was graduated In the
top 10 per cent of his class, Ha
has been in the Army for nearly
four years, serving one yesr in
the Panama Canal Zone and
now entering the ninth manth of
his Vietnam tour,

The peratrooper's primary re-
sponsibility is maintenance of
lelelype sets which serve the bri-
gade's sensitive communicadons
system, His unigue job renders
him on call 34 hours & dsy.

“The company has to hnow
where [ am at efl times.” said
Roderick who is assigned 1o the
Signal Co. (Provislonal).

The delicate nature of the ma-
chines and the weather in Viet
nam oflen cause the ‘eletype
systems to misprint.

“Sometimes [ make Nve or six
repairs a day,” Roderick ex-
pviained. “Often only minor ad-
justmenls are needed, but some
problems can ks hours to cor-
rect, In one instance I worked
16 consecutive hours 1o repalr
a machine"

Roderick often hus been called
while taking a shower and many
times hes been awakened for an
emergency repair,

“I never know when one of
those machines Is going ia mal-
functien and create a problam,”
he said.

Long hours accepted. Rederick
enjoys his work—a combination
of electronics and mechanios,

He also lauda the telstyse ope-
rators who pll norteal malnte-
nance on thelr machines,

"My lob is easter tha: way.”
fie saye.

Ple. John 8. Beameos, ¥

sach,

Swamp Eagle
irginia Vi, searches a swamp souibwest
o member of B Co., 2nd Ba, (Abn), 8371 ind,

Phan Reng during Operstion Klamsth Falls. Beamon Is

(Photo by Siall Sgi. Al Wikion)




